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The Progress

"We are one body,!
one body in Christ!
And we do not stand alone!
We are one body,!
one body in Christ,!
And he came that we might have life."!
These are haunting and powerful words. Yet, they will remain in my memory for a long 
time. They are the refrain from the song chosen as the theme for World Youth Day. 
Hearing them sung by young pilgrims from Western Washington at the gathering in 
Bellevue before they left for Denver left a deep impression on me. Yet, when these same 
words were sung over and over again by thousands of young people in Denver at various 
celebrations, I realized that the song was more than a memorable melody, but an 
affirmation of faith and hope. !

Since returning from Denver and World Youth Day, I have told people that it was one of the 
most significant events I have ever attended. I began to ask why I made that statement. I 
soon realized that my enthusiasm for this event was rooted in the gift of hope which young 
people and Pope John Paul II celebrated together.!

Young people – A gift we cannot take for granted!

World Youth Day brought thousands of young people together from our own country and 
from throughout the world. As I walked the streets of Denver where the young people 
gathered, there was an electricity in the air, a sense of excitement that was contagious. 
They shared the common experience of being young, enthusiastic, filled with life, but the 
dynamic that was unique was the faith they shared, a faith that came alive in so many 
different ways. !

We hear so often that young people are searching, looking, and asking for meaning to 
their lives. Countless young people found that meaning in Denver. For me, it was a 
powerful experience to sit in the open air of a bright afternoon sky, and celebrate 
reconciliation with the pilgrims who sought healing and peace. The faces of the young 
people at the celebration of the Eucharist and the catechetical gatherings reflected a 
peace and joy rarely seen. It was obvious they had found more than they expected. !

Pope John Paul II – a pastor!

Over the years, I have been at numerous celebrations with our Holy Father, Pope John 
Paul II. Yet, no celebration was so impressive as those which took place in Denver when 
our Holy Father met with young people, prayed with them, celebrated Mass with them. 
Pope John Paul II connected with young people in a way that can only be characterized as 
a grace. He tapped into the idealism of their minds and hearts in ways that we could well 
imitate. He spoke directly to the goodness that is present in young people and was not 
afraid to challenge them to live their lives in response to the Gospel. 
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I asked several young people what they found so appealing in the presence and words of 
Pope John Paul II. Over and over again, the answer was the same: he believes in us and 
he is clear in what he asks of us. Parenthetically, one or two would add, "I hope we can 
respond."!

The challenge for our local church!

World Youth Day could well be a celebration in which many of our young people took part, 
enjoyed themselves, came home and the event would become a faint memory. But we 
could also build on what took place in Denver by asking ourselves in our parishes and 
faith communities how we can continue to reach out to young people in effective ways. Do 
we recognize the goodness, the talents, the gifts of young people among us? Do we take 
time to listen to them, their hopes, their dreams? Do we dare to challenge them with the 
teaching of Jesus Christ?!

As an archdiocese and as parish and faith communities, we must respond to the 
challenge which World Youth Day offered to us. Young people are the church today; they 
are as well the church of tomorrow. I hope to write to each of the young people who were 
pilgrims to World Youth Day and to ask them what message I should take to the Holy 
Father when I go to Rome at the end of September for the "ad limina" visit. I plan to ask 
them how their parishes and faith communities can keep alive the spirit of World Youth 
Day. I look forward to their replies.!

"We are one body, one body in Christ ... " The song is haunting. The words are 
challenging. And they came alive in Denver. May we find ways to keep these words alive 
in Western Washington. May God's grace and peace be yours.!
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