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The Progress

As we celebrate Labor Day this coming weekend, we remember the origins of this national 
holiday. It is a day that brings summer to an end in so many ways, and as we conclude 
this time of vacations and rest, it is only right that we acknowledge within our society the 
men and women whose efforts and work contribute to the well-being of our country. A 
century ago, the laborer and the employee of companies and corporations were not 
appreciated for the contribution which they made to our society. The church was a primary 
agent in bringing society's attention to the dignity and value of human labor. Labor Day is a 
time to recognize the work and labor which each person brings to help all of us enjoy a 
quality of life in our country today. !

Laborers in the church!

Over the years, we could well appreciate the gift of human labor within our society and 
forget that people offer the same gift to us within the church. We might not realize it, but 
there are thousands of people who work for and with the church in our archdiocese, our 
parishes, schools and Catholic Community Services. In addition, there are thousands 
more who work for Catholic educational institutions and health care facilities here in 
Western Washington. Moreover, there are thousands of volunteers who assist the mission 
and ministry of the church through the gift of their time, talent and energy. !

This Labor Day, I would like to express my gratitude, and the gratitude and appreciation of 
countless others, to the men and women who serve the church here in Western 
Washington. We are blessed with the presence of gifted people who devote their lives to 
continuing the mission and ministry of Jesus among us. It is a ministry of pastoral care, 
education, charity, healthcare and service to the poor and needy. !

Laborers in the church are ministers!

It was not that long ago when we used the term "ministry" to describe in exclusive terms 
the service which priests and religious offered to us in our church. One of the great 
benefits of Vatican II has been the explosion of ministries where the laity have responded 
to the challenge of their baptismal vocation and are offering unique and wonderful gifts to 
build up the life of the church. Though ordained priesthood is an essential and 
indispensable ministry in the church, a ministry that we need to encourage and support, 
the church is able to fulfill its mission when all the baptized recognize the vocation which is 
theirs. !

In the Church of Western Washington, we have the gifts and presence of professional 
career ministers who assist our parishes and institutions in so many different ways. Their 
ministry enriches our church as a result of the education and formation they have received 
and which they now share so generously with us. We are blessed as well with people who 
build up the church by volunteering their time and talent. The different forms of ministry 
within the church are not in competition with each other, but rather the gifts of all people 
complement one another as we recognize the distinct roles and responsibilities of ministry 
today. 
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Ministers of Christ and the church!

Ministry in the church is not an end in itself. Ministry calls people to service of Christ and 
the Christian community. Such service is not done in our own name, but in the name of 
the church. Ministers of the church do not live and preach their own personal views or 
opinions, but rather they try to live and preach the message of Jesus Christ found in the 
Gospel and the rich heritage of our tradition as a community of faith. This is what makes 
Christian ministry within the Roman Catholic Church different from humanitarian service 
offered to those in need. !

Church ministry calls people to fidelity to who we are and what we believe as a community 
of faith. Such fidelity becomes difficult in a world where Gospel values and the teaching of 
the church are counter-cultural to the values of the world in which we live. Yet, this is the 
challenge of ministry, a challenge which all ministers are asked to live as disciples of 
Jesus. !

Thank you to laborers in the church!

As we stop to celebrate Labor Day this year, I would ask you to join with me in expressing 
our gratitude to all those who labor within the church community. To the lay men and 
women who serve our church as professional career ministers in our parishes, schools, 
agencies and institutions, thank you for the gifts you share so generously. To the 
tremendous number of volunteers in these same parishes, schools, agencies and 
institutions, thank you for the many ways in which you build up the kingdom of God among 
us. To all those who offer support to the church as secretaries, maintenance persons, and 
other essential services, thank you for the invaluable contribution you offer to us. !

To religious men and women who live out the charism of their religious community, we 
owe you so much for your presence among us and the life you bring to our church. To 
deacons and their wives and families, your ministry of service has become a restored gift 
to the church which is deeply appreciated. To priests who offer the unique ministry of 
pastor to us, and who fulfill the commitment of priesthood by preaching the word of God, 
by celebrating the Eucharist and other sacraments, and by convening and leading the 
Christian community, thank you also for your ministry. !

It is Labor Day weekend. It is a time to appreciate the dignity of human labor. It is also a 
time to appreciate the work and labor of countless people who serve us in the church. May 
we always appreciate the gift they offer to us. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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