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The Progress

More than twenty-five years ago, Vatican II concluded with the promulgation of the 
Constitution on the Church in the Modern World. This document is still a magnificent 
reflection on the issues which touch our lives as we live as pilgrims in the midst of a world 
that is in a state of constant flux and change. At the very beginning of the Constitution, it 
tells us that "the Church carries the responsibility of reading the signs of the times and of 
interpreting them in the light of the Gospel."!

As we approach a new millennium, it is obvious that there are unique signs of the times in 
our midst today. It's helpful to identify them in order to determine our response as people 
committed to the Gospel.!

Multi-Multicultural Community!

One of the most obvious signs of the times is the rich diversity of backgrounds which 
reflect the human condition. We often speak of the increasing presence and gift of the 
multicultural communities among us. Yet, we could well forget that within each of the 
multicultural communities, there are unique groups of people with distinct values and 
identity. We might speak of Asians or Pacific Islanders and forget that within each of these 
large groupings, there are people of different nations and cultures. Each of the Native 
American tribes has its own background and history.!

We could restrict our appreciation of the multicultural communities to people distinguished 
by culture and race, but in the process we could forget the other communities among us to 
whom we must preach the Gospel - persons with disabilities, the elderly and countless 
others. Are we reading the signs of the times in our appreciation of the multi-multicultural 
communities?!

The Growth of "Gate Communities"!

Recently, Cardinal Mahony spoke about the growth of what he called "gate communities." 
It seems we are creating new ghettos where there are enclaves of people separated from 
others by wealth or poverty, race or culture. Many of these communities have iron gates to 
keep some people in and others out. There are the far more powerful gates of fear and 
possible reprisals if we dare to break the barriers.!

The creation of "gate communities" can isolate us and prevent us from appreciating our 
unity as people created in the image and likeness of God. Can we afford to isolate 
ourselves from others if together we share a responsibility to renew the face of the earth? 
How do we recapture the missionary spirit of the Gospel if we live on distinct islands which 
we ourselves create?
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Search For The Transcendent!

A third sign of our times is the growing search for the transcendent. A search for the 
transcendent is the growing need felt and experienced by many that there are needs 
which we cannot meet ourselves. People of all ages are looking for the presence of God 
to help them cope with the challenges of life today.!

The search for transcendence has also emphasized the importance of loyalty and 
truthfulness. These virtues are becoming far more significant in relationships between 
persons, within families, communities and nations.!

There is a special challenge for disciples of Jesus and members of the church as we 
experience the transcendent in our faith and worship. Our faith calls us to be loyal to the 
core values of our religious belief. Truthfulness prompts us to realize that essential moral 
values do not change because of social pressure or pressure groups.!

We definitely live at a time when there are new signs of the times. And yet, the Gospel 
challenge remains the same - to preach and live the Gospel and our faith tradition in ways 
intelligible to every person. This is a task which belongs to all of us. May God's grace and 
peace be yours.!
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