
In Joy and Hope
by!

 Archbishop Thomas J. Murphy

The Progress

At the end of September until the beginning of December, people from all the parish and 
faith communities in Western Washington will come together for a series of deanery 
convocations. These convocations will be held in 12 different locations from Raymond to 
Anacortes, from Vancouver to Port Angeles. Representatives of the parish pastoral council 
and parish finance council will come with their pastor or parochial minister on a deanery 
level to hear an explanation of a vision statement which outlines hopes and goals for the 
future as we approach a new millennium and our archdiocese celebrates its 150th 
anniversary as a local church in the year 2000. !

After hearing the vision statement, participants will be asked to look for ways in which the 
hopes and goals might come more alive in their parishes and deaneries. As we approach 
these gatherings, I thought it would be good to share with you what the vision statement 
entails. In reality, the vision statement is the result of the goals articulated by the last 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council as well as my own awareness of the needs people have 
shared with me. !

The context for our hopes!

Any goals or objectives do not exist in a vacuum. Rather, they are rooted in values which 
give any community its identity. The values for us as a community of faith would be the 
Gospel and our faith tradition, our unity with the church universal, and a basic commitment 
of a preferential option for the poor. !

As a church, we have the ongoing responsibility to continue the mission and ministry of 
Jesus. We do that best when we ask, "Where do we find God, and where does God find 
us?" It is the ongoing quest to discover the presence of God. This quest is rooted not in 
our own agenda, but in our faithful response of being disciples of Jesus in today's world. At 
times, this will not be easy. !

Parishes, people and leadership!

As I reflect on the needs of the Church in Western Washington, there is a need to give a 
priority to developing parish and faith communities committed to quality celebrations of 
word and sacrament. The parish is the primary place where Catholics live out and practice 
their faith. Evangelization must be a primary ministry of each parish. However, it is obvious 
that our parish communities are changing and we must develop a quality response to the 
needs of the multi-cultural communities within our local church. We need to develop a 
greater sensitivity to the language and religious customs of the multicultural communities 
which enrich the mosaic of our identity as a universal Catholic community of faith. !

Within our parish communities, there is a need for leadership. To develop competent 
pastoral leadership must also be a priority for us. We all have the responsibility to 
encourage vocations to ministry within the church on a professional and volunteer basis, 
especially vocations to the priesthood. In a special way, we should find ways to promote 
vocations to ministry among the multicultural communities and to support women in 
ministry. 
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The family and education!

Since coming to Western Washington, I have heard the ongoing cry for a commitment to 
family ministry. We need to develop a pastoral response to the needs of families by a 
quality outreach to different expressions of family life, ranging from a ministry to the 
young, the engaged, the traditional family unit to the single adult and single parent, the 
separated and divorced, the widow and widower. Married couples are looking for ways to 
support the commitment they have made. !

The church shares with parents and families the obligation for the education and formation 
of young people. This obligation calls us to develop an educational program which 
enables us to transmit our faith tradition to the next generation while challenging 
the adult generation to be open and eager to grow as well. To achieve this goal, 
educators must live out what they teach, Catholic schools need to be more available, and 
we should make a special outreach to teenagers in their transition from adolescence to 
adulthood. !

Social services, justice, peace and stewardship!

The church exists in the world and must address the human needs of people. 
Consequently, we need to develop an ever-expanding network of social services at 
the archdiocesan, regional and parish level to help the homeless, the poor, the hungry, 
the homebound. The church has a mission to challenge the social conditions which bind 
people in the chains of poverty. !

The 1971 Synod of Bishops taught that a commitment to justice is a constitutive element 
of the Gospel. This is why we should develop an even stronger commitment to justice 
and peace by sharing our values with our society at large. This involves a respect for 
human life from the moment of conception to the moment of natural death, the dignity of 
work, the value of rural communities, the ongoing quest for peace among people and 
nations, and all other values which promote human dignity. To support the ministry of the 
church, we need also to develop a commitment to stewardship where we are willing to 
be disciples of Jesus and share our time, talents and resources with others in the 
Christian community and world. !

The challenge!

These goals may seem ambitious, and yet they are not exhaustive. It will be good to see 
how the people of our archdiocese will respond to these challenges and to find ways to 
make these goals come alive in their parishes and deaneries. My hope is that we might 
recognize the grace of the challenge and respond with faith and courage to all that God 
asks of us. I believe that these goals will enable us to find the answer to the question: 
"Where does God find us and where do we find God?" May God's grace and peace be 
yours. !
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