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The Progress

At times, events take place at the same time that might seem to have little or no 
connection. This weekend, parishes will celebrate Catechetical Sunday. It is a time to 
recognize the invaluable contribution that countless men and women offer to our local 
church as teachers in our religious education programs and Catholic schools. There is no 
doubt that the truths of our faith, the challenge of Christian morality, and the call of 
disciples to Christian service are indispensable realities that we must pass on to young 
people, as well as to ourselves and adults in the community. !

Yet, the person who proclaims these truths and who fulfills the ministry of religious 
education and formation has a role and responsibility that can make all the difference. It is 
not only the teacher's words or lesson plans that are important. What is most important is 
the example that teachers offer in their own lives. However, if the example of the teacher is 
essential, the example of parents is even more so.!

Signs and symbols!

It is obvious that we express religious faith and values in words. But religious faith and 
values become even more powerful realities through the signs and symbols of our faith 
tradition. It is unfortunate that our scientific world emphasizes facts and information so 
much that we could be losing the power of sign and symbol expressed in art, music, 
silence, reverence and tradition. One of the major challenges confronting religious 
education and formation is communicating a sense of the sacred, an experience of what is 
holy, an appreciation of God's presence. This occurs in liturgy, in life, in our respect for the 
gift of life that is being contradicted in so many ways in our world today. !

The challenge of religious education and formation prompts us to look for signs of hope. 
How do we communicate the sacred realities of our faith tradition? We must use the 
effective tools of the world in which we live. The primary tools available to us today can be 
found in the media - radio, television, graphics, the printed word. !

Catholic Communications Campaign!

It is good that as we celebrate Catechetical Sunday, we also appeal for your financial help 
and prayers for the Build Hope collection. Build Hope is a combined collection here in the 
Church in Western Washington on behalf of two national appeals that support the ministry 
of the Catholic Communications Campaign and the Campaign for Human Development.!

Instinctively, we know that so many of the values that impact the lives of people today are 
the result of the media. The church must learn to use the media more effectively if we are 
to pass on our faith to the next generation. Yet, media effectiveness at the national and 
local level depends on the resources available to us. Your support of the Build Hope 
collection will help us meet this challenge. 
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Campaign for Human Development!

A basic question that arises when we communicate religious values is whether or not our 
faith makes a difference. We find the answer to that question in one of the most 
successful stories that takes place here in the United States. It is the story of the 
Campaign for Human Development. !

For 25 years, the Campaign for Human Development has been the source of funding for 
countless self-help projects that make a difference in the lives of people, especially the 
poor. This national appeal helps us to give a human face to the many needs that our 
society must address if we are to make the Gospel come alive. Again, the success of this 
appeal depends on the generosity of our people. !

In the past, the appeal on behalf of the Catholic Communications Campaign and the 
Campaign for Human Development took place on separate weekends. This combined 
collection hopes to reduce the number of appeals made for financial assistance, but it 
calls for a more generous response. !

Religious values!

This is definitely a weekend when we recognize important religious values. We commend 
and thank all those involved in the ministry of religious education and formation. At the 
same time, we look for ways to fulfill our ministry of passing on our faith more effectively. 
Our support of the Catholic Communications Campaign will help us share the religious 
values that are so critical. Our support of the Campaign for Human Development becomes 
a concrete sign of what it means to see the face of Christ among the least of our brothers 
and sisters. Your support of our efforts on behalf of religious education and formation, as 
well as your support of the Build Hope collection can make all the difference. May God's 
grace and peace be yours.!
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