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The Progress

At the beginning of each school year, the church in the United States pauses to recognize 
and acknowledge the gift of ministry of all those who are part of the catechetical mission of 
the church. We pray for all catechists in our parishes and schools who proclaim the good 
news of the Gospel and our faith tradition with our young people and adults.!

This weekend, we celebrate Catechetical Sunday, 1993. This weekend as well, we 
challenge the people of Western Washington to respond in a very practical way to the 
catechetical mission of the church through their support of the national collections for the 
Catholic Communication Campaign and the Campaign for Human Development. In many 
ways, it is good that we appeal for your financial support for these two collections on 
Catechetical Sunday. Catechetical Sunday asks us to find ways to preach the Gospel 
through modem communications, and there is the special challenge of having the Gospel 
impact the lives of those most in need, which is a major priority of the Campaign for 
Human Development. !

The generosity of catechists!

Jesus invites all of us to be his disciples, to continue his mission and ministry. Before 
ascending to heaven, Jesus gave a final command to his disciples - to preach the Gospel 
to the ends of the earth. In his ministry to people, Jesus personified generosity beyond 
measure. Jesus always gave more than what was expected in reaching out to those in 
need. Jesus was especially generous in calling people to a new vision of life and faith. In 
being faithful to what was asked of him, Jesus was generous beyond measure by giving 
his life on the cross for others. !

The men and women in our parishes and schools who proclaim the Gospel and the 
teaching of the church are special disciples of Jesus. Our local church owes much to the 
many professional and volunteer teachers, youth ministers, religious educators, and others 
who imitate the generosity of Jesus by serving as catechists. They have a unique 
challenge today since they know full well that what they teach, they must also live out in 
their own lives. They know that if they proclaim a fidelity to the Gospel and the church's 
teaching, they must witness that proclamation themselves. Catechists must be generous 
beyond measure in living out the ministry entrusted to them. It is good that we take time to 
express our appreciation to all catechists this weekend. !

How can we help to proclaim the word?!

Though catechists have a special and privileged place within the Christian community, all 
of us need to share in this ministry as well. This weekend, all of us can respond to this 
challenge in a very practical way. In past years, there would be two separate weekends 
when we would ask for your support and help on behalf of the Campaign for Human 
Development and the Catholic Communication Campaign. This year, we combine these 
two appeals into one and we call this combined appeal, "Build Hope!"
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Both the Campaign for Human Development and the Catholic Communication Campaign 
build hope for people in our church and society today. The Campaign for Human 
Development (CHD) consistently offers grants to organizations committed to the 
development of self-help projects to address human needs. CHD tries to address the 
causes of poverty in order to break the cycle of poverty. CHD has made and continues to 
make a difference in the lives of countless people, including people today in the timber 
communities of Western Washington. !

The Catholic Communication Campaign is the annual request for help to allow the church 
to be more active in the media on a national and local level. We all know the power and 
influence of radio, television, movies and the printed word. If the church is to make a 
difference in the media today, which shapes so many of the values of our society, there is 
a need for financial resources to achieve this goal. Half of what is collected for the 
Catholic Communication Campaign remains here in our local church to assist us in our 
media efforts. !

Be generous beyond measure!

As much more is asked of catechists today if they are to fulfill the ministry of catechetics 
effectively in today's world, much more is asked of each of us in continuing the mission 
and ministry of Jesus through the Campaign for Human Development and the Catholic 
Communication Campaign. !

Since we now combine two separate collections into one appeal, may we ask for your 
greater generosity? Your generous response beyond measure will allow the Campaign for 
Human Development to touch individual lives, to help people break the cycle of poverty, to 
affirm the dignity of all human beings by emphasizing their God-given dignity, value and 
self-worth.!

Likewise, your generosity to the Catholic Communication Campaign will enable the church 
to be far more effective in preaching the Good News to all people by using modern 
communication technology, by creating quality movie and television productions, and by 
providing better ways to share the richness of our faith tradition. It is a weekend to give 
thanks and appreciation to all the catechists in the Church of Western Washington. !

It is a weekend to appeal for the help of all people to support the Campaign for Human 
Development and the Catholic Communication Campaign. Such efforts will only build 
hope for the church and all people. May your response be generous beyond measure. 
May God's grace and peace be yours.
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