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The Progress

It is amazing the questions which people ask when one assumes a new role and responsibility. I 
have found this to be true in my new ministry as archbishop of the church here in Western 
Washington. A question which several people have asked more than once has been the choice 
of the motto I have used since being ordained a bishop in 1978.!
At the time one is named a bishop, you are asked to choose a motto which suggests the 
conviction you have about your new ministry of service. I chose the Latin title of the Vatican II 
“Constitution of the Church in the Modern World” or “Gaudium Et Spes” which is translated as 
“Joy and Hope.” In many ways, this is what Vatican II offered to me and to our faith community. 
More and more, I am convinced that we need to look for the joy and hope which is central to our 
faith and tradition as a community of faith. !

The need for relevance!
There are people today within the church, both young and old, who long for stability in a 
turbulent world. An Australian theologian, Richard Lennan, describes this vantage point as one 
where “the contemporary church is … portrayed as directionless, subject to a ‘Protestantisation’ 
of its theology and to vulgarity or sterility (the judgments are indeed harsh) in its worship, without 
even the compensation of attracting the faithful in large numbers.”!
Lennan goes on to say that there is a tension between faithfulness to our tradition and the 
exigencies imposed by changing times. Yet, “relevance, particularly in the context of faith, is 
about endeavoring to express the mystery of faith in ways that touch the deepest needs of the 
human heart, needs experienced in a particular historical context.”!
The joy and hope which has been energizing for me has been the way in which the church has 
responded to the tension in our lifetime. Lennan calls it recognizing the presence of a loving 
God, responding to the movement of the Spirit, and daring to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus as 
his disciples. We do that best when we celebrate Word and sacrament as a community of God’s 
people who live in the world today with an active concern for justice and peace. !

A call to conversion!
To make joy and hope a part of our lives as members of the church today, we must see 
ourselves as a community and as individuals continually called to conversion. Such conversion 
can only be an evangelizing experience for ourselves as well as for others whom we invite to 
join us. !
The focus of our joy and hope must not be our own agenda, but the agenda of a good and 
gracious God who is present to us and who has given us a faith and a tradition which speaks 
powerfully to our world today. As Lennan writes, “If our primary focus is on the experience of the 
infinite depth of God’s presence in our lives, then we will have something to offer each other and 
the world. We will be relevant.”!
It is tragic to watch people today who do not recognize the joy and hope which must be a part of 
our experience as church. Fidelity and change are not contradictory. Rather, as Lennan 
concludes by saying, “faithfulness and change are inextricably linked in the history of the church 
and will remain so as Christians grasp to express the inexhaustible mystery which is God.”!
May God’s grace and peace be yours. 
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