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Appreciating the gift of life - before it disappears
In recent weeks, TV has played the ad for the video release of “Dances With Wolves,” a 
remarkable motion picture which tells the story of the young Army officer who requests to come 
out to the furthest outpost of the American West more than a century ago. In the scene chosen 
for the ad, the young officer is asked why he chooses to come out to this last frontier. He 
responds, “Before it disappears.”!
As I gave travelled throughout Western Washington these past few weeks, and to Spokane and 
Pasco, and I plan to go to Yakima and Wenatchee this weekend, people have asked me why I 
am going to all of these communities and speaking on behalf of the Washington State Catholic 
Conference. !
And my reply is that I am fearful that our appreciation of the gift of life could well disappear in our 
state. My fear is rooted in the two initiatives – Initiative 119 and Initiative 120 – which will be 
presented to the voters of Washington on November 5, 1991.!
Though Initiatives 119 and 120 are distinct issues, they share the common ground of attacking 
the value of life either in the womb of the mother or the terminally ill person. We need to 
appreciate the value of life in our society today before it disappears. This value is more than the 
moral injunction which comes from our religious and ethical heritage that tells us clearly and 
forcefully that we cannot directly kill another innocent human being. It is a value which is part 
and parcel of the human spirit. !

Initiative 119 – so called ‘Death with Dignity’!
Initiative 119, if passed, would allow a competent, terminally ill patient to request of his or her 
physician “aid in dying.” Proponents of Initiative 119 use benign words to describe a new 
“medical service” which consists of the administration or provision of a lethal drug to effect the 
immediate death of the patient. If Initiative 119 passes, Washington state would become the first 
jurisdiction in the world to legalize active euthanasia.!
Initiative 119 would allow doctors to kill their patients which violates our fundamental belief that 
we are God’s creation and our lives are sacred. We all recognize the pain and suffering of the 
critically ill and dying are a tremendous challenge and even a great evil, but to relieve them by 
introduction of euthanasia and assisted suicide is an even greater evil. We could well forget that 
we need only use ordinary means to preserve our lives. !
This so-called “Death with Dignity” Initiative has no dignity at all since it threatens the future 
security of the living as well as the dying themselves. Moreover, Initiative 119 has no safeguards 
including no specialty requirements for physicians, no determination of mental or psychological 
status, no family notification, no residency requirement, no definition of “medical service.” 
Initiative 119 is bad law which contradicts the basic value of human life.
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Initiative 120 - abortion!
At the other end of the life spectrum is Initiative 120. Initiative 120 presents abortion as a 
fundamental right which would remove Washington state’s ability to restrict abortion in any way. 
It will take this aggressive surgical procedure out of the hands of physicians and make it 
something that persons loosely called “health care providers” can do. The most significant 
impact of Initiative 120 is the change in the definition of fetal viability. Pre-born infants who could 
survive outside the womb with medical assistance, which even Roe v. Wade allows, will not be 
able to do so. The unborn would become even more vulnerable. !
There is a fundamental principle of our legal system that the law must protect persons in accord 
with the degree that they are unable to control their own destinies and are dependent on others. 
Thus, our laws give a certain measure of protection to teenagers who are mistreated by 
battering. The implicit rule is that the more one is dependent upon another, the more one is 
protected by the law. However, Initiative 120 and other abortion rights laws completely overturn 
this reasoning. The total dependence of the fetus on the mother leads to the total absence of 
protection by the law. !
Initiative 120 could allow an abortion up to the ninth month of pregnancy. Moreover, it would 
require the state to provide “substantially equivalent benefits” for abortion as it does for medical 
care. What will this do to our allocation of funds which currently pays $2.6 million for abortions 
and $58 million for prenatal and maternity care? Initiative 120 is a radical abortion law which 
goes beyond core values which we share as human beings. !
Citizens of our state must take the time to know the issues involved in the election of November 
5, 1991. Initiatives 119 and 120 address personal issues, but they are now in the public arena 
and we must judge how they affect each one of us and our society as well. There is no doubt 
that we are confronting the basic issue of appreciating the gift of life – before it disappears. May 
God’s grace and peace be yours!
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