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Reflections on several themes
This is one of those weeks when it would seem far better to offer some reflections on several 
subjects, rather than focusing on one. It gives me a chance to recognize some of the events 
which have been happening as well as those which will take place. !

Thank you!
First and foremost, I want to offer my sincere thanks and appreciation to all those who planned, 
participated in, or attended the celebration of the Eucharist at St. James Cathedral on 
September 27th. Though the flu bug had caught up with me earlier in the week, I recovered 
quickly to take part in a wonderful celebration. Though it was a celebration of welcome for 
myself as the archbishop of Western Washington, it was really a celebration of our local church. 
Family and friends from across the country were so impressed with the spirit of hospitality and 
especially the spirit of our local church. Thank you to everyone who made this celebration 
possible. !
Thank you also to The Progress. I have to admit that I thought there were some pictures that 
were part of my life which I would never see again. But, sure enough, they were in last week’s 
Progress. Thank you to all the advertisers who made last week’s expanded edition possible. !

Respect Life Sunday!
As you will note from my schedule for this weekend, I am involved on a pilgrimage which begins 
in Vancouver and ends in Everett. I choose to take such a pilgrimage because this year’s 
Respect Life Sunday has a special importance to the people of Washington state. A month from 
now, we will be asked to vote on Initiatives 119 and 120 which deal with euthanasia and 
abortion. If we value the gift of life, then we should be aware of the issues involved. Initiatives 
119 and 120 address not only the issue of life for the terminally ill patient or the unborn child, but 
they address the basic attitude which our society has regarding the gift of life, including yours 
and mine. Please pray for our society to be far more conscious of the responsibility we have for 
this gift of life.!

Thanks to the Knights of Columbus and the ACCW!
At the end of September, the Knights of Columbus contributed a check for $15,000 for the 
formation and education of candidates for priesthood. This is an annual contribution which the 
Knights of Columbus have made to the Archdiocese of Seattle, as well as to the dioceses of 
Spokane and Yakima. On behalf of the students who will benefit from this gift, thank you to the 
Knights of Columbus for your support and generosity. Thank you also to the Archdiocesan 
Council of Catholic Women who will gather for their annual convention this weekend. Each year 
the ACCW makes a contribution for the care of retired priests. This annual gift to the Church of 
Western Washington is much appreciated in helping us fulfill our responsibility of caring for 
those who have cared for us.
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October – month of Mary and the rosary!
As a community of faith, we have a rich liturgical heritage. This heritage recognizes the seasons 
of the year and the religious devotions and practices which are part of our tradition. We begin 
the month of October which has traditionally been a time to honor Mary as the mother of Jesus 
and to appreciate the rosary as a devotion which many people find helpful in order to reflect on 
the mysteries of our faith. A devotion to Mary is a challenge to be a disciple of Jesus with a 
willingness to live out the values of the Gospel. The rosary can be a marvelous opportunity to 
meditate on key events in salvation history and to see how these events touch our lives today. 
May we use this month of October to appreciate the role of Mary in the church and the rosary as 
a form of prayer for us as individuals and as families. It is good to offer these brief reflections 
with you. May God's grace and peace be yours in every way possible. 
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