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The Progress

Among the gifts the Second Vatican Council offered us was the rediscovery of our roots as 
a community of faith. Vatican II has helped us appreciate many religious values and beliefs 
– the value of the Christian community, the person of Jesus, the gift of the Holy Spirit, the 
Eucharist, priesthood, and the importance of the baptismal commitment. One additional 
gift that many have been slow to appreciate and recognize is the gift of Mary as an 
example of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.!

Mary’s “Yes” to God’s invitation to give flesh and blood to Jesus becomes the example to 
all of us. Mary’s presence at significant moments of Jesus’ life calls us to recognize our 
need for a deeper relationship to Jesus as well. Mary’s presence in the early Christian 
community reveals the devotion that followers of Jesus had for her from the beginning of 
the church. !

Do we recognize the treasure?!

In the October 1995 issue of U.S. Catholic, the editor uses his monthly column to reflect 
on the role of Mary in the church. He begins by saying, “What a wonderful treasure we 
Catholics have. Some who embrace other religious beliefs have this treasure also, but 
many God-fearing, believing people are unfortunately not warmed and thrilled by it.”!

“This treasure to be sure, is devotion to and love of Mary, the Mother of God. Sometimes 
careless people, all too often Catholics, tend to put this priceless gift on a barely 
accessible shelf – there to gather dust rather than radiate grace as it should. How wasteful 
we sometimes are.”!

The editor quotes the theologian Lawrence Cunningham who writes, “The New Testament 
portrait of Mary is, like everything in the biblical text, artlessly simple, fantalizingly 
enigmatic, and religiously inexhaustible.”!

I deeply appreciate these insights into Mary’s role in our faith commitment. I regret deeply 
that many people seem to have lost an appreciation of this remarkable woman who offers 
us an example of faith and commitment. It is so easy to forget the role that Mary played in 
art, literature, painting and sculpture over the years. She seems to evoke the best in the 
human spirit, as is so evident in the treasures we possess today. !

Over the past few years, I have become even more aware of Mary’s powerful place in the 
life, history, culture, and piety of so many of our people. Our Lady of Guadalupe, Our Lady 
of Knock, Our Lady of Antipolo, Our Lady of Czestochowa are but examples of Mary’s 
involvement in the struggles and joys of peoples’ lives. In each of these instances, Mary 
becomes the symbol for freedom, human dignity, God’s presence and grace that leads us 
to her son, Jesus. 
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Historical realities!

The U.S. Catholic identifies two historical realities that impacted an appreciation of and a 
devotion to Mary. Though we find a devotion to Mary in the writings of Martin Luther, many 
believed that “devotion to Mary derogated from the true worship of God in Christ.” In 
reaction to the Reformation, the Counter-Reformers tried to make “Marian devotion a test 
of Catholic orthodoxy” which encouraged almost making devotion to Mary a religion in 
itself. In response to such zealots, many devout Catholics walked away from “the beauty 
and glory of true Marian devotion that is the essence of Catholicism.”!

During the Second Vatican Council, there were efforts to have a separate conciliar 
document on Mary. However, it was decided that the best way to present the importance 
of Mary in our faith tradition would be in the context of salvation history, the church and the 
total context of Catholic faith. !

Marian theology today!

There is no doubt that devotion to Mary is increasing in the lives of countless people 
today. Pope John Paul II’s strong devotion to Mary is evident in all his writings. Such 
devotion comes from his cultural heritage and the importance Mary has in his own life of 
prayer. As the U.S. Catholic column suggests, this could well be a time for all of us to 
rediscover the treasure of Mary in our lives as people of faith. !

As we try to have a clearer understanding of Mary’s role in salvation history, the final 
words of the U.S. Catholic column deserve our prayerful consideration, “It would be sad …
to turn away from the efficacy of Marian intercession or to lose the opportunity to be 
nourished by the witness of her maternal love. In a line from an old, perhaps banal hymn, 
‘How dark without Mary life’s journey would be.’”!

If you want to discover the brightness of the Good News, it would be good to look again at 
the example of Mary as the disciple of Jesus. She offers us a magnificent example and 
powerful inspiration. May we have the courage and faith to say “Yes” as she did. May 
God’s grace and peace be yours.!
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