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The Progress

Within our parish and faith communities, there are countless people who contribute their 
time, talent and energy as professional or volunteer ministers in the church today. It would 
be good to focus in on who some of these people are and what they contribute to the life 
of our faith community.!

Few people are as essential or needed as those who share a ministry of religious 
education and formation. This ministry takes place in our Catholic schools and in our 
parish religious education programs in an outreach to young people, adolescents, adults 
and families. We need to recognize in a special way the parish-based education and 
formation programs which are part of our local church and made possible by countless 
professional and volunteer catechists.!

Goals of religious education and formation!

In both Catholic schools and parish religious education programs, it is good to have 
articulated goals so that students will have a catechetical experience which is systematic, 
complete and integral. Recent literature in religious education would indicate five 
categories which should be at the heart of all religious education and formation.!

First, there is the basic call to evangelization which leads to personal conversion and 
commitment to Jesus Christ. Such evangelization recognizes the home as the first place 
where young people meet Jesus. Such evangelization also calls for sacramental 
celebrations to be presented as personal encounters with Christ. Secondly, religious 
education must involve initiation which brings young people and others into the church as 
a living and worshipping community. A religious education faculty does this best when it 
models the example of being a community of prayer. Such initiation also must recognize 
racial, ethnic and cultural backgrounds and the gifts which such diversity brings to worship.!

Need for religious literacy!

So much of education today emphasizes the value of experience. Yet, there is a need for 
young people and adults to possess a religious literacy about the biblical, doctrinal and 
historical foundation of what it means to be a member of the Roman Catholic Church. 
There is a real need today to have all of us understand better "the mystery of Christ." 
Parish-based programs as well as Catholic schools should adhere to religious education 
and formation programs which will guarantee that all elements of the Christian message 
will be considered. It cannot be done in one year, or several years. Rather, it is the 
ongoing work of a lifetime. Competence and knowledge are expected in every field of 
human endeavor. Such competence and knowledge should also be expected of us as 
people of faith.
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Ethics and mission!

A fourth category which religious educators should emphasize is the development of 
ethical commitments of conscience formation and the ideal of ongoing moral conversion. 
Our ethical judgments and decisions must be rooted in Gospel principles and the teaching 
of the church. As St. Paul said in last Sunday's reading, we must "stay with this task, when 
convenient or inconvenient." Finally, a category of religious education that must be 
included in all programs should be the communication of a sense of mission so that 
students begin a life of witness and service. But such witness and service make the most 
sense when they come from people who are religiously literate and possess a strong 
Christian conscience.!

Religious education includes formation!

It is so important to realize that religious education also includes formation. It is more than 
imparting knowledge alone, but rather also showing how our knowledge of religious truths 
and values shape our lives and make a difference.!

We need to affirm the religious educators in our parishes and schools. They are sharing 
an invaluable ministry with the Christian community. May we look for ways to provide 
religious educators with ongoing development and continuing education. May we as a 
community of faith support their ministry by the example we offer to children, adolescents 
and adults who are involved in religious education programs. And may our convictions 
regarding the value of religious education and formation prompt us to grow in our faith as 
well. May God's grace and peace be yours.
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