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The Progress

Each year at the beginning of November, the church invites us to celebrate two basic 
realities. They are realities which impact us as human beings and as people of faith. They 
are the realities of life and death. !

On November 1st, we will celebrate the Feast of All Saints. It is a day to remember and 
acknowledge the countless holy men and women who have taken the risk of being faithful 
to God. They are the unnamed people who have not been formally acknowledged by the 
church and elevated to sainthood. Yet, all of us can name people whose lives offer us a 
tremendous witness to what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. Moreover, hopefully this 
Feast Day will also be ours in years to come if we are faithful to the gift of life that God has 
shared with us. !

On November 2nd, we celebrate the Feast of All Souls. It is a time to remember those who 
have died. On November 2nd, we have the special opportunity to pray for those who have 
died that God may welcome them into God’s presence and enjoy eternal life, grace and 
peace. The Feast of All Souls also reminds us that each of us will also experience death. 
Are we ready to meet our God if we were to experience death today?!

A Celebration of Life!

The Feast of All Saints is a celebration of life. We recognize the gift of life that God shares 
with us through baptism. However, we must find ways to have God’s life grow, develop 
and mature. We must respond to the challenge to grow in a spirituality that deepens our 
relationship to God. !

“A New Wind and Fire” is the vision statement for our Church in Western Washington 
between now and the new millennium. “A New Wind and Fire” calls each of us to be 
people committed to a spirituality deeply rooted in who we are as a people of faith. It is a 
spirituality which is an expression of our faith. !

Yet, how do we live out this spirituality? We do so in countless ways from knowing, 
understanding and living the faith we celebrate to recognizing and celebrating God’s 
presence in Word and Sacrament. When we do so, we celebrate life in its fullest. 
Moreover, when we make spirituality a priority in our lives, we respond to the call to 
holiness. The call to holiness is one each of us must hear and to which we must respond. 
When we do, then we prepare now to make the Feast of All Saints our feast day in the 
years ahead. 
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The Reality of Death!

The Feast of All Souls is a powerful reminder to us of yet another reality that is part of our 
lives. It is the reality of death. On November 2nd, the church encourages us to pray for our 
deceased relatives and friends. In doing so, we live out what it means to belong to the 
communion of saints.!

Yet, November 2nd should also be a time to recognize our own mortality. Our culture today 
seems to emphasize only the value of the immediate and present moment. Advertising 
appeals to immediate satisfaction and gratification. We hesitate to think of tomorrow, 
especially if it involves the unknown. What is unknown to each of us is the time and 
circumstances of our death. Each one of us knows that death is a reality. However, how 
will death come to us? When will it happen? Will we be by ourselves or with others? 
These are haunting questions well worth considering this November 2nd.!

Cardinal Bernardin has received a great deal of publicity because of events that have 
taken place in his life. Yet, all the significant accomplishments which we can credit to the 
Cardinal fade into the background as we listen to his reflections on his impending death as 
a result of pancreatic cancer. He refers to death as a “friend.” Speaking of death in such 
an unfamiliar way is really an expression of our faith. After all, we are born to die; yet, we 
die in order to live with God for all eternity.!

Yes, the beginning of November could well be a time of grace for each of us if we dare to 
celebrate the realities of life and death which the Feasts of All Saints and All Souls offer to 
us. May these celebrations help us to be holy people. May God’s gifts of grace and peace 
be yours.!
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