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The Progress

One of the major challenges facing the church today is the continuance of the mission and 
ministry of Jesus. This mission and ministry have the priority of preaching the Good News, 
as well as celebrating the Eucharist and the other sacraments which continues the 
presence of Jesus among us.!
We are followers of Jesus not as isolated individuals, but as people committed to a 
community of faith which gathers each week to profess and celebrate that faith. !
However, the mission and ministry of Jesus continue in a world with concrete needs. 
These concrete needs range from education and healthcare to care for the poor and 
needy. This involves our obligation to provide just salaries for people employed by the 
church, as well as to construct and maintain buildings and structures in which we gather or 
in which we provide service to others.!
The church responds to these concrete needs by asking people to share their time, 
talents, and resources on behalf of the mission of the church.!

How do Catholics respond?!
Various surveys and statistics today indicate that Catholics do not respond as generously 
as other people of different faith traditions when it comes to the support of the church. Yet, 
so often these statistics do not take into account the incredible gift of volunteer service of 
time and talents that people share. Nor do the statistics include the commitment that 
countless people make to Catholic education and the support of healthcare and social 
service needs.!
Yes, the challenge does remain for many Catholics today to ask themselves how do they 
respond to the challenge of stewardship and sacrificial giving? How do Catholics 
incorporate Christian generosity into their lives as disciples of Jesus? These are important 
questions that have haunted me for years.!

Memories of times past!
I am old enough to remember the small box of Sunday envelopes that I had as a child. 
There was a clear expectation that I should and would make some contribution to my 
parish each Sunday. The expectation came from the culture of the day and the realization 
that every other kid my age was doing the same.!
However, there was always the temptation when I had two dimes for the envelope to put 
one in the envelope and to keep the other for myself.!
The concrete implications of Christian generosity, however, really hit me as a young priest. 
We were building a new church and 10 new classrooms. I had no problem asking people 
to volunteer to teach in religious education classes, to help with the program for teenagers 
or to volunteer to maintain the grounds.!
Yet, there was a real hesitancy on my part to ask people to share their financial resources. 
Somehow or other, I had the impression that "money" was alien to the whole message of 
the Gospel. And besides, that was really the pastor's responsibility.
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As I look back on those years long ago, I believe I was generous with my time and talent, 
and I also responded in generous ways to various appeals for financial assistance. 
However, the whole spirit of Christian generosity as part and parcel of my life as a person 
of faith was not really present. It was compartmentalized as "something extra" that had 
little relevance.!

A new understanding!
However, what was a time of anxiety and uncertainty in my life also became a time of 
great discovery. Impending surgery for any reason always creates its own fears. Yet, it 
also provided me with the opportunity to realize that at times of sickness, what really 
counts is competent medical care and especially the presence of a loving, good and 
gracious God.!
I began to realize that it really doesn't matter who you are or what you "own." In fact, I 
became more aware than ever before that the critical question in my life would be, "What 
do I own and what owns me?"!
Over the years, I have gained a whole new understanding and appreciation of the gifts 
God has shared with me. I am really a trustee of all that I possess, whether it is my 
talents, the gift of time I take so much for granted, and even the resources I paradoxically 
call my own. I have learned that if I am to live as a disciple of Jesus, then I am called to a 
responsible stewardship of the gifts I possess.!
Responsible stewardship calls me to a spirit of Christian generosity, or sacrificial giving. 
Just as I weigh the decisions regarding major life choices, I too must weigh how I share 
with others what has been given to me. I have to ask myself if my style of sharing my time, 
talent and resources matches the words I speak. It is fascinating at the end of the week or 
month to look at the bottom line and to calculate what percentage of my time, talents and 
resources I have given to myself or to others.!
What priority do I give to my commitment of giving? Is it an afterthought or is it at the top 
of the "must do" list?!
Christian generosity is not a call to financial poverty. However, it is a call to a far more 
radical form of Gospel poverty that helps me realize that whatever I possess in regard to 
time, talents and resources is a gift to me. I am not totally in control. To recognize my need 
to acknowledge God as the giver of all that I have prompts me to recognize my need for 
God and to create the space for God's presence in my life.!

The right questions – new!
I really wish I had begun asking these questions earlier in my life. Growing older put many 
realities in perspective, especially the realities of time, and whatever talents I possess, 
and especially the resources I call my own.!
How relevant are any of these gifts in light of eternity, the Gospel, death, the needs of 
others? Yes, I do have a responsibility to use well what has been given to me. Yet, I also 
have the responsibility as a disciple of Jesus to share what is mine with others.!
As our parish communities appeal to people within the church in Western Washington for 
a response to the challenge of sacrificial giving and a commitment to stewardship, I pray 
that you might consider the invitation to be generous with the gifts that a good and 
gracious God has shared with you. It is a matter of perspective and priorities.!
Thank you for considering the invitation. May God's gifts of grace and peace be yours.!

What is Christian generosity?


