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The Progress

Later this month, the bishops of the United States will gather in Washington, D.C., for their 
annual fall meeting. Among the issues to be discussed will be the approval of a draft of a 
pastoral message to families entitled "Follow the Way of Love." Hopefully the bishops will 
approve this pastoral message so that it will coincide with the designation by the United 
Nations of 1994 as the International Year of the Family. !

The pastoral message speaks to families in the concrete circumstances of their lives. As 
the foreword states, "It urges families to seek the healing, strength and meaning which 
Christ offers through his church. It pledges the support of the church so that families might 
recognize their resources and carry out their responsibilities in a changing world." !

Signs of God’s presence!

The pastoral message emphasizes immediately that families are a sign of God's presence. 
Families reflect God's presence when they dare to live out the basic vocation of every 
person, which is to "Follow the way of love, even as Christ loved you." But when families 
help to create a community of love, help each member grow, and serve those in need, 
then families participate in the work of the Lord. It is a sharing in the mission of the church. 
It is holy. !

Families carry out the mission of the church when they love and never give up believing in 
the value of another person, as well as when they foster intimacy, beginning with the 
physical and spiritual union of the spouses, and extending to the whole family. When 
families profess faith in God and act in accord with Gospel values, when they pray 
together thanking God for blessings, reaching for strength, asking for guidance in crisis 
and doubt, when families serve one another, often sacrificing their own wants, for the 
other's goods - these are but further signs of how families carry out the mission of the 
church. !

Challenges of family life!

Moreover, families must find ways to forgive and seek reconciliation, celebrate and affirm 
the gift of life, welcome the stranger, and act justly. A committed, permanent, faithful 
relationship of husband and wife is the root of a family. However, as families try to live out 
what it means to be a domestic church, we recognize the realities of divorce and the death 
of a spouse. We need to recognize the courage and determination of single parent 
families. !

Today's world presents many challenges to families, including the rapid pace of social 
change, the revolution of cultural values, and the impact of political and economic 
conditions. Divorce takes a heavy toll on family life, as does the burden of economic 
demands and child and spouse abuse. Minority families face multiple burdens of poverty, 
racism, and cultural discrimination. 
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Living faithfully, giving life, growing in mutuality and taking time become the themes of the 
pastoral message's reflections. An enduring marriage is more than simply endurance. !

Support of families by the church!

The pastoral message concludes with a commitment by the church at the national level to 
welcome dialogue between the bishops and families. It is critically important for families to 
share their reflections on the message itself. The church welcomes the opportunity to hear 
the stories of families and their efforts to reflect the presence of God. !

Local dioceses and parishes should try to encourage families to express their needs in 
every way possible. Moreover, there is a need to examine the extent to which parishes, 
schools and institutions help or hinder family growth and enable families to meet their 
responsibilities. I hope the bishops approve this pastoral message on family life. It will help 
to encourage all of us to look for ways lo follow the way of love in all our lives. May God's 
grace and peace be yours.!
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