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The Progress

I have to admit that as I was growing up I would often look at the gifts and talents I 
possess, as well as the resources available to me. I was also very conscious of the gift of 
people who were significant in my life, family, and friends. I would try at times to give 
thanks to God for these gifts that I would often take for granted. !

However, in more recent years, I have become very conscious of a gift that I have often 
taken for granted – the gift of time.!

As a young person, teenager, or young adult, time is often an endurance issue. Can I 
survive until I get my driver’s license? Will there ever be a time in my life when I don’t have 
to go to school. Will I survive the week of work until the weekend?!

Yet, one’s view of time changes drastically as one gets older. There are moments in each 
of our lives, especially when we confront illness and death, when we appreciate the gift of 
time more than we ever realized. We become very conscious that time is one of the most 
precious gifts that God has shared with us. !

Time and liturgy!

What prompts these reflections on time was the opportunity to look at the readings for 
these final days of Ordinary Time and the feast of Christ the King. The Word of God in the 
Sunday liturgy asks us to look to the end of time. We hear the magnificent description of 
the Last Judgment on the Feast of Christ the King. We recognize the challenge that Jesus 
offers to see Christ where we least expect to find him. !

However, it becomes very evident that what happens at the Last Judgment will be 
determined by what happens now, at this moment in time in my own life. I become very 
conscious of how precious time is and how I must use this gift if God is to welcome me 
into the Kingdom of God at the end of time.!

The Jubilee Year – 2000!

I am also very aware of the challenge that Pope John Paul II is offering to all of us as we 
approach the year 2000. It is the year of the great jubilee. The pope is asking us to use the 
final years of this century as a time of preparation and prayer, as a time of renewal, 
evangelization and conversion.!

In powerful words in the apostolic letter, Tertio Millennio Adveniente, the pope writes, “The 
holy door of the jubilee of the year 2000 should be symbolically wider than those of 
previous jubilees, because humanity, upon reaching this goal, will leave behind not just a 
century but a millennium.
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“It is fitting that the church should make this passage with a clear awareness of what has 
happened to her during the last 10 centuries. She cannot cross the threshold without 
encouraging her children to purify themselves, through repentance of past errors and 
instances of infidelity, inconsistency and slowness to act.!

“Acknowledging the weakness of the past is an act of honesty and courage which helps us 
to strengthen our faith, which alerts us to face today’s temptations and challenges, and 
prepares us to meet them.”!

I believe the Holy Father’s call to people to recognize the importance of the Jubilee Year 
2000 makes me even more conscious of the gift of time. The pope envisions time as a 
moment of grace. The question we need to ask is whether these remaining years of this 
century and the Jubilee Year 2000 will be an occasion of grace for us.!

How do we respond?!

Yes, time is a gift. It is a privilege to live at this moment in time as we approach the end of 
one century and enter into a new millennium. However, will I use this gift with an 
awareness of the responsibility I have to God, to others and to myself? Will I use this gift 
of time in a selfish way or will I dare to share this gift with others?!

These are haunting questions not only for me, but for all of us. I do know that when I wake 
each morning, I give thanks to God for this incredible gift of time. I pray that the minutes 
and hours of the coming day will make me aware of an incredible gift that I once took for 
granted. !

I don’t take this gift for granted any longer. I pray that I will use this gift with a greater 
awareness that it is more fragile and precious that I ever realized. May God’s gifts of grace 
and peace be yours.!
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