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The Progress

Each year at Thanksgiving we are able to stop for a moment to give thanks for the many 
gifts and blessings that impact our lives. It is good to take this opportunity for such 
reflection before we get caught up in all the preparations for the holiday season. !

There is much for which we can give thanks - life, health, family, faith, friends. In our 
church and society, we are blessed with the presence of gifted and talented women and 
men of all ages who share their gifts with us. However, this Thanksgiving, as a result of 
being with many young people in recent weeks, I give thanks for the young people who 
are part of our church and our community. Perhaps no group within our church or society 
needs to be affirmed as much as young people as they make the transition from 
adolescence to adulthood.  !

A “Message to Youth”!

A few weeks ago, the bishops of the United States issued a "Message to Youth." In so 
many ways, this message sums up the reasons why I am grateful for the presence of 
young people in our church and society. The message begins with powerful words of 
affirmation and encouragement. !

"In you we see the face of God. You are the young church of today and our hope for the 
future. You are a mosaic of life reflecting the diversity of our nation and church. You are 
truly a gift, and we praise and thank God for you. You are a special gift to the church and 
to the world! ... We have great confidence in you because of who you are today and what 
you can become tomorrow ... We see you as leaders among both your peers and the 
parish community." !

Who am I?!

The "Message to Youth" goes on to ask three questions. The first is "Who am I?" The 
response indicates that young people should realize that they are made in the image and 
likeness of God. Though young people face many pressures and challenges, so many of 
them work hard to keep their priorities in order. Adolescence is a time to examine one's 
moral and religious beliefs. !

God invites young people to discover the meaning of life centered in Jesus Christ which 
can provide them with a strong foundation. This conviction gives you values and beliefs 
which can keep your dreams alive as you face the many challenges of life."

November 17, 1994

In thanksgiving for young people

Continued on next page



Where do I belong?!

The “Message to Youth” asks a second question: Where do I belong? It responds by 
letting young people know that their family and parish play an important role in their lives. 
The message challenges young people to know parents, brothers, and sisters as “friends” 
and not just as family. At the same time, the message recognizes that in some cases the 
family is not what it should be. There are many hurting families that need love, support 
and prayers.!

Moreover, the parish can be a place where young people can find wisdom, direction and 
support. Such gifts come when young people become actively involved with their parish 
communities that celebrate the Eucharist and the sacrament of reconciliation with the 
parish community. The parish can be helpful in challenging young people to know their 
faith.!

What am I to do with my life?!

The “Message to Youth” asks a final question: What am I to do with my life? The response 
is the same for people of all ages – to following the footsteps of Jesus Christ and to make 
a difference in the world. Young people can create the space for the values of the Gospel 
to become alive and strong. !

The message invites young people "to know Jesus Christ as a companion and friend, 
teacher and savior, and to discover what he has to offer as you live your life today." I join 
with the commitment made by the bishops at the end of the message where it states: "We 
promise that we will walk with you as Jesus does. We will work with you for justice and 
peace in your schools, in your families and with your friends. We will stand by you in the 
future in carrying out your vocation as parents, priests and religious, teachers, 
homemakers, factory and construction workers, managers, nurses, or whatever God calls 
you to be in this world." !

Thanksgiving is a time to appreciate the gifts that we could well take for granted. I give 
thanks for young people. May you have a blessed Thanksgiving. May God's gifts of grace 
and peace be yours. !
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