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The Progress

We live in a world that depends so much on the media for knowledge and communication. 
Contemporary communication efforts are essential to the mission and ministry of the 
church. All of us take great pride in the success stories of the church that receive media 
attention. We also can learn much from what the media bring to our attention. Hopefully, 
the media focus on sexual misconduct by ministers in the church has helped us to address 
this issue with honesty, integrity, and pastoral care for the victims of such abuse. !
However, there is much that the church does which does not receive the attention it 
deserves in the public media. This was the theme of the presidential address by Cardinal 
designate William Keeler at last week's meeting of the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. There is the need to tell the story of the church to the world in which we live. !

Signs of vitality!
Cardinal-designate Keeler pointed out some of the unreported aspects which reflect the 
vitality of the Catholic Church in our country. For many, it is amazing to see Pope John 
Paul II’s book, entitled Crossing the Threshold of Hope, as number one on the best-seller 
list for the past few weeks. Yet, we should have expected this to occur. !
The Catechism of the Catholic Church is already an incredible best seller in the United 
States, with more than two million copies in print within six months of its publication in 
English. People see the catechism as a treasure to help them appreciate the faith we 
profess and celebrate. !
Another sign of vitality of the church in our country has been the Campaign for Human 
Development. The CHD celebrates this year a quarter century of helping poor 
communities, poor groups, and poor people break the cycle of poverty. More than $237 
million has been raised to support 3,200 local projects in addition to educating people to 
understand the true needs of the poor, the causes of poverty, and some remedies. !
CHD-funded groups have helped generate literally billions of dollars in private and public 
funds to assist low income people, creating and saving jobs, billions for building and 
rehabilitating family homes, for providing hope and a future for farm workers and 
immigrants. Our own local church has benefited over the years from CHD grants, with a 
$75,000 grant this year to assist our efforts on behalf of the timber communities. There is a 
real need for the media to tell the rest of the story.  !

Media efforts by the church!
We may find the public media to be selective regarding the stories told about the church in 
our country today. Yet, our own media efforts can also be selective. The story of the NCCB 
meeting last week in Washington, D.C in Catholic newspapers could well give extensive 
coverage to the protest outside the meeting on behalf of women's concerns.  
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Why is this protest given such prominence and nothing is said about others who are 
present at NCCB meetings who protest on behalf of other values? These values range 
from peace, to the value of natural family planning, or the need to be more proactive in 
ending violence in our streets or in Northern Ireland, Bosnia, or other places in our world 
today? In giving prominence to one issue, we could well be advocates of the issue itself.  !
The results of the national elections earlier this month could well tempt us to categorize 
political parties in broad-sweeping statements as supportive or non-supportive to the 
mission of the church depending on the values involved - social justice, life issues, 
immigration, health care. !
The real challenge, it would seem, would be to challenge individual legislators of any 
political party to appreciate the powerful message that the church preaches in all aspects 
of human life. A greater challenge would be for the media, and especially the Catholic 
media, to find ways to encourage young people to consider careers of public service that 
would help them make a difference in the political process.  !

The challenge to tell the story!
Cardinal-designate Keeler's final words are most powerful. He said, "And so it is in the 
United States we in the church stand with the unborn and the undocumented, the poor 
and the vulnerable, the hungry and the homeless, in the defense of human rights and 
human life. Our advocacy does not fit ideological or partisan categories. Our witness is not 
politically correct, but it is unfailingly consistent. !
"We oppose punitive welfare provisions which harm poor children and break up families. 
We oppose abortion mandates. We oppose condoms in the schools. We oppose assault 
weapons on the streets. We support family leave in employment. We support family 
choice in education. We support vulnerable children both after and before birth. We 
defend human life wherever it is threatened.” !
"We do indeed have a story to tell. It is a story of accomplishment as well as a story of 
hope. It is a story of a God who loves and a God who helps. In this age neither our story 
or our God can easily be captured in the printed word or the electronic image, but our 
story is real, palpable and full of hope." !
With all that the church is and does in the world today, there is a need more than ever to 
hear the rest of the story. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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