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The Progress

One of the great gifts which the church shares with us is the liturgical year. The liturgical 
year is an opportunity to relive the mystery of Christ in our lives and in our world today. 
There is a rhythm to the liturgical year which can be life-giving and energizing. Yet, we 
know full well that as we try to celebrate the mysteries of our faith through the liturgy, the 
secular celebrations of these same events could well blind us to the challenge that the 
church offers to us. !

This weekend, we begin the season of Advent. The noise of Christmas shopping and 
preparations for Christmas could well drown out the cry of John the Baptist to "make 
straight the way for the Lord." The General Norms for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar 
state: "Advent has a twofold character: as a season to prepare us for Christmas when 
Christ's first coming to us is remembered; as a season when that remembrance directs the 
mind and heart to await Christ's second coming at the end of time. Advent is thus a period 
for devout and joyful expectation." (No. 39) The question well worth asking this weekend is 
whether or not we dare to celebrate this season of promise and hope. !

Advent raises critical questions!

In the Advent liturgy, our great teacher is Isaiah the prophet. In powerful and poetic 
language, Isaiah calls us to recognize our need for God. John the Baptist issues a piercing 
challenge by giving us the example of his own life and calling us to lower the mountains 
and fill up the valleys in our lives so that we can meet our God. !

The Advent liturgy is stark and reflective in its simplicity. During this season of Advent, the 
church invites us to celebrate a "year of the Lord" when we prepare to celebrate once 
again the birth of Christ. But Advent focuses not only on what happened centuries ago with 
the first coming of Christ, but also directs our attention to the second coming of Christ. As 
Father Kenneth Irwin tells us, "Advent begins by preparing us to meet the Lord at the end 
of our earthly lives, at death, and when he returns at the end of time to bring time to an 
end." !

Yes, Christ will come again. The best preparation for Christmas in 1993 is to ask ourselves 
whether we are prepared to meet Christ when God calls us at the end of our lives to enter 
the Kingdom of God. Are we ready to meet our God? !

A time of hope!

If there is one theme which dominates the season of Advent, it is the theme of hope. Our 
hope comes from the fact that Christ has entered the human condition and is present to 
us. On the first Sunday of Advent this year, Mark's Gospel calls us to "be constantly on the 
watch" and to "stay awake." 
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In response to this challenge, some people could be anxious and worried wondering what 
they should do. It is really futile to speculate when we will die or when the Lord will "come 
again." What matters is how we live in God's presence and reflect God's life in our lives, in 
our relationships to God, to family, to friends and the world in which we live. !

Advent is a holy season. How we celebrate Advent this year could make all the difference. 
A holy Advent will bring new life to our Christmas celebration if we dare to take the risk. !

There are only 30 days left until Christmas. How we use these days could give new 
meaning and insight not only to our celebration of the first coming of Christ, but help us 
prepare for the time when Christ will come again. A very happy Advent to each of you, and 
may God's grace and peace be yours. !
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