
In Joy and Hope
by!

 Archbishop Thomas J. Murphy

The Progress November 28, 1991

The ambiguity of Advent
ADVENT will begin this weekend. In this wonderful and incredible season once again we 
celebrate these four weeks of waiting for the coming of Christ. However, for many of us, our 
sense of Advent waiting calls us to prepare once again for the birth of Jesus at Christmas. But 
such waiting is not the message of Advent.!
Christ was born almost 2,000 years ago. He was born once. He will not be born again. Rather, 
Christ is with us and will remain with us until the end of time. Advent waiting really calls us to 
look forward to the end of time when Christ will come in glory.!
Advent is a call to hope which looks to the future as much as it does to the past. It is a special 
time for the Christian community to come together to share a common vision and experience of 
what yet needs to be accomplished. Advent is the celebration of the "not yet." !

The tensions of Advent!
During Advent, we meet wonderful characters from the pages of Scripture. Isaiah is the Advent 
prophet who tells us to prepare the way of the Lord, to lower the mountains and to fill up the 
valleys in order to make straight the Lord's path. John the Baptist is the great herald of Advent 
who announces that Jesus is the “Lamb of God.” And Mary, the young girl who says “Yes” to 
what God asks of her, waits in hope to give flesh to the Word which has been spoken to her. !
Advent creates tensions. It is the tension of the “not yet.” It is the reality of living in the present, 
yet knowing that so much is yet to happen. But the real tension of Advent could well be the 
ambiguity of living the "now'' moment to the fullest while waiting for the future to happen.!

Creating a future!
These weeks before Christmas could well be spent in the hectic activity of the consumer society 
in which we live. The effects of the recession could well crimp our spending habits, but the real 
challenge of Advent is to ask whether we dare to invest the time and energy to live our faith to 
the fullest so that we can wait with hope and confidence for the coming of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, at the end of time. !
Few times in the course of the year are as challenging to Christians as is the season of Advent. 
Advent calls us to live in the ambiguity of the "not yet," as we live in the presence of Christ and 
wait for his final coming. What is the quality of our waiting, a waiting not only for Christmas of 
1991, but for the coming of Christ at the end of time? !
The quality of our waiting creates a future. It is a waiting which calls us to action, the action of 
disciples of Jesus committed to creating the Kingdom of God among us and within us. It is a 
kingdom of peace, love, justice and hope. Will Advent be a time to prepare for Christ's coming at 
the end of time, or a time where we rush through the season oblivious to its challenge?!
The challenge of Advent is to pray and to take seriously what we pray in the Eucharist: “Deliver 
us, 0 Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day. In your mercy, keep us free from sin 
and protect us from all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.” And the Lord will come! May God's grace and peace be yours! 


