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The Progress

If we take time to reflect on the ministry and mission of Jesus. it is amazing how often 
Jesus reaches out to help those in need. He cures the sick, feeds the hungry, heals the 
brokenhearted. The early Christian community recognized that it must continue this 
ministry and mission if it was to be faithful to the Good News which Jesus preached. !

For almost 2,000 years, the Christian community has given a priority to its mission of 
social service. The basis for this service to those in need comes from the powerful Last 
Judgment scene in the Gospel according to Matthew where God recognizes the just who 
will enter the kingdom of heaven because they recognized the face of Jesus in the face of 
the poor, the hungry, the homeless.!

In the Roman Catholic community here in Western Washington, we respond to this 
challenge to recognize the face of Jesus in the face of those in need through Catholic 
Community Services of Western Washington. Next to the state itself, CCSWW is the 
largest provider of human services to people in need in the state of Washington. CCSWW 
has dozens of programs and services which touch and change people's lives, especially 
families and children. !

Will you help?!

Each December, the Church in Western Washington sets aside a week which it designates 
as "Catholic Community Services Week." It is a time for all of us to reflect on the service 
which CCS provides to people in need. It is also a time when CCS asks for our help by 
inviting us to share our resources with CCS to help it continue the mission and ministry of 
Jesus among us today. !

Living in the Pacific Northwest is indeed a privilege. Few areas of our country or world 
reflect more powerfully the grandeur and beauty of God's creation. Majestic mountains, 
towering trees, and ocean waves are a constant reminder to us of God's presence. !

Yet, we only need to look around us as well to see the contradictions to that presence in 
the experiences of poverty and hunger, homelessness and unemployment which impact 
the human dignity of so many men, women and children in our community. We need only 
take time to listen to those in need to discover the difficulties of families and children, of 
single parents and senior citizens who cry out for help and assistance. Often enough, the 
only help available comes through Catholic Community Services. !

Despite all that Catholic Community Services offers to our communities, there are still 
countless needs which are unmet That is why this year, more than ever, a special appeal 
is made to each of us to assist CCS in its ministry of service to those in need. 
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Thank you!

If you are able to help CCS this year, please accept my sincere thanks and gratitude. But I 
wish you could see the gratitude of those whose lives you touch as a result of your 
generosity. What can compare with the face of gratitude on the children, women and men 
whom CCS helps in countless ways? Behind each face is an individual person with a 
name. In the name of all the people whom you assist through your gift to CCS, thank you. 
May we continue to have the faith to see the face of Christ among all our sisters and 
brothers. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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