
In Joy and Hope
by!

 Archbishop Thomas J. Murphy

The Progress

Part of human experience is our delight in keeping, telling and sharing secrets. Secrets are 
special insights between friends that enjoy a privileged privacy. But then there are secrets 
which, by their very nature, are not part of privileged information or communication. The 
secrets are part and parcel of human life which people take for granted. They are words 
and actions that never make it to the front pages of newspapers, or are covered in depth 
by radio or television stories. Such secrets should not enjoy anonymity, but rather, they 
need to be told and shared loudly and boldly with our world today. One such secret is 
Catholic Community Services of Western Washington.!
Catholic Community Services, or CCS as it is called, does not have the time, resources or 
energy to invest to mount a huge publicity campaign in order to let people know its mission 
and ministry. It is far too busy responding to the human needs of people here in Western 
Washington.!

CCS Week – A time to tell the secret!
Each year, at the beginning of December, the church in Western Washington celebrates 
CCS Week. It is a time to tell the secret of how this largest private social service agency in 
the state of Washington, outside of the state itself, provides countless services to people in 
need, ranging from the homeless and hungry, to children, families and the aging and 
disabled. CCS is presently engaged in outreach efforts to make a difference in the Hilltop 
area of Tacoma, the timber communities that are suffering in a unique way at this time, 
single women with children, and the homeless whose plight is increasing each day. These 
are but some of the pressing issues which CCS is trying to address as it continues its 
ongoing service of care and advocacy on behalf of more than 75,000 persons served 
during this past year.!
CCS is a reality among us today because of a dedicated and competent administration, 
staff and volunteers who give flesh and blood to the secret of CCS. But CCS would not be 
able to fulfill its mission and ministry without the generosity of people who support it 
through their financial resources, their time and talent. Because of such generosity, the 
secret can be told.!

Behind the statistics – the face of Christ!
What CCS is trying to do is what disciples of Jesus have made central to who they are and 
what they believe since the beginning of the Christian community. CCS knows well the 
parable of the Last Judgment where people are either welcomed or rejected by God at the 
end of time depending on whether or not they recognize Christ in the face of the hungry, 
the thirsty, the homeless, the prisoner, the poor. CCS is more than just another social 
service agency. What gives CCS its unique identity and mission is its religious 
commitment to see the face of Christ in the individual person in need. For CCS, behind 
each statistic of poverty and human need is the face of Christ whom we are asked to 
recognize, love and help. As a popular song from "Les Miserables" tells us, "to love 
another person is to see the face of God"
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Though CCS offices are located in King County, Everett, Tacoma, Vancouver and 
Bellingham, CCS knows there are more needs then it can address at this time. And yet, 
CCS continues to look for ways to expand its services to meet human need. That is why 
CCS Week is so important. It is a time to let people know the secret of what CCS is doing 
and to ask for your help and support, as well as the help and support of the entire 
community. Almost 80 percent of people helped through CCS are not members of our faith 
community. Yes, we know human needs are not restricted to one age group, one 
multicultural community or one faith tradition. CCS has a ministry mission to all persons in 
need.!
Help us tell the secret of CCS in Western Washington. Help us to continue the ministry of 
CCS which enables us to see the face of Christ in those around us. Thank you for your 
generosity to CCS and your willingness to help once again this year. May God's grace and 
peace be yours.!

Catholic Community Services: a secret that needs to be told


