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The Progress

One of the popular radio newscasters uses a fascinating approach in telling unique stories 
of individuals and events. Ordinary, everyday realities suddenly change, and we hear “the 
rest of the story.” There is always the pause after the newscaster tells the tale and we wait 
with fascination to hear the conclusion of the story. !

Here in Western Washington, an amazing story unfolds today that deserves our attention. 
It is the story of homelessness and poverty, unemployment and hunger which touches the 
lives of countless people, especially families, women and children. !

This story is not unique to our community. The same story is lived throughout our land. Yet, 
we could well ignore this story here in Western Washington as we become caught up in 
the beauty of our environment and the seeming affluence of our culture. !

For many, the cold statistics of poverty and social problems remain graphs and facts in 
back pages of newspapers or quick news bites on radio and television. We could well 
become immune to the suffering of people around us. That is why it is important to tell the 
rest of the story. !

Catholic Community Services!

Catholic Community Services tells the rest of the story in an amazing way. It responds to 
the challenge which Pope John Paul II offers to all people of good will. The Holy Father 
said, “… the church will not hesitate to take up the cause of the poor and to become the 
voice of those who are not listened to when they speak up, not to demand charity, but to 
ask for justice.”!

It is the Catholic Community Services ministry of asking for justice that really tells the rest 
of the story in today’s society.!

Catholic Community Services is the largest provider of social services to the poor after the 
government itself. What makes the story of Catholic Community Services so unique is its 
mission and purpose. The Gospel of Jesus Christ, love and justice for all people, and the 
scandal of human suffering in the world, inspire its mission in our communities today. !

To appreciate the rest of the story that Catholic Community Services offers is to be aware 
of the constituencies that it serves. Catholic Community Services serves children and 
believes every child should grow up in a safe, loving and nurturing environment. It offers 
its services to the elderly to enable them to live with security and dignity. It supports and 
affirms healthy family life. It extends compassion, love and respect to all people, especially 
the poor and most vulnerable. !

It strives to work with others to change systems that oppress, discriminate or otherwise 
cause human suffering. In a special way it reaches out to the tens of thousands of women 
with young children who make up the largest and fastest growing group of people in 
poverty.

December 7, 1995

The rest of the story

Continued on next page



We can be part of the story!

As it tells the rest of the story to respond to human need and suffering, Catholic 
Community Services could well be a lone, faint voice that few people hear. That is why 
each December, we celebrate Catholic Community Services Week. During this week, we 
can be a part of telling the story that responds to basic Gospel values. When we join 
together through our prayer, volunteer service and financial support for Catholic 
Community Services, the voice on behalf of the poor becomes a loud cry that people need 
to hear. !

What is most important in being a part of the rest of the story is to realize that the ministry 
of Catholic Community Services touches the lives of people with names, faces, and 
individual identities. Catholic Community Services does more than help the poor or 
homeless, the family or children in general. It reaches out to make a difference in the lives 
of people who challenge us to see the face of God in them. The rest of the story is an 
incredible tale of real people – women, children, the elderly, the poor – who cry out for us 
to tell their story to our world today.!

Will you help?!

Catholic Community Services has told a wonderful story of caring, compassion, and 
service. It continues to tell this story in the spirit of Christ’s gentle, compassionate love as 
it strives to be a welcoming, loving and hope-filled provider of exceptional service to the 
poor and most vulnerable. Yet, if we are to hear the rest of the story, we need your help 
and assistance.!

May I ask you for your generous response in prayer and financial generosity to the 
mission and ministry of Catholic Community Services? Will you help? Your response could 
well determine whether we hear the rest of the story. May God’s gifts of grace and peace 
be yours in abundance.!
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