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The Progress

More than 18 years ago, I chose a motto for what I hoped my ministry would be in my 
service as a bishop of the church. The motto was simple and direct, with strong roots in 
the teaching of the Second Vatican Council. I chose the title of the Pastoral Constitution on 
the Church in the Modern World – Joy and Hope. For me, the challenge of the church was 
to provide people with a spirit of optimism and life that makes a difference. !

In the intervening years, I have tried to translate this spirit of joy and hope into every 
aspect of my life and ministry. I believe with all my heart that we are a fortunate people 
who live at a graced time. !

I try to be the idealist and the realist at the same time as the church tries to speak to the 
yearnings of the human heart. Yes, I do recognize the challenges of the present moment. I 
am aware of the need to respond to the quality pastoral care of people. I am also very 
much aware of the fact that God is present to us in our world and church today. !

However, the events of the past two weeks have forced me to once again ask, “Where do I 
find joy and hope in what has taken place in my life?” For the last two weeks, I have 
pondered this question in cries of uncertainty as I face the reality of issues of life and 
death. To learn that I am living with a disease that limits one’s life, health and years 
introduces a somber perspective to the human condition. !

However, though I recall the cry of terror and anguish as I became aware of what was 
happening to me, I also realized that God was helping me to discover signs of life and 
hope in ways I never knew before.!

The past two weeks have made me aware of the power of prayer and faith in ways I never 
dreamed possible. It is hard to believe that people from throughout Western Washington 
have pledged their prayers and sacrifices on my behalf. It is a humbling and grace-filled 
experience to acknowledge how much I need people and how people of faith enrich me. It 
has been a gratifying experience to be the beneficiary of health care and solicitude that 
has been superb.!

Is there joy and hope for me in our church and world today? The answer to that question is 
more obvious today than I ever thought I could admit because I have seen, experienced 
and felt that joy and hope in all that has taken place. !

To all of you who have shared these gifts with me, thank you. May our Advent longing 
bring us to the peace of Christ.!
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