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The Progress

One of the fascinating ways to discover the culture of an era in recent years would to take 
the time to discover the interests of people. What books did people read? What were the 
feature stories in newspapers and magazines? What made the headlines in daily 
newspapers? These and countless other realities offer a unique perspective to appreciate 
the signs of the times. !

Reading the signs of the times while living through a particular era can be extremely 
difficult. Yet, there are some powerful indicators in society today that could well point to a 
new religious revival, especially among young adults. !

Signs of the times!

There is a searching spirit among people today. People seem to be looking for meaning, 
purpose, direction, answers. The popular book section of "How To?" publications that 
responds to every taste and interest has discovered new best sellers that speak about 
religious values. !

The Catechism of the Catholic Church has been at the top of the charts in trade 
publications with almost 2 and a half million copies sold in English in our country. This 
book has not been a coffee table decoration, but it is being read, studied and discussed.!

Pope John Paul's Crossing the Threshold of Hope has been at the top of the New York 
Times best-seller list since publication a few weeks ago. Art stores are finding posters and 
pictures of angels among the most wanted items as decorations for homes and even 
offices. There is a new discovery of the supernatural. !

Within the church today, there is a hunger for meditation, prayer and liturgy that speaks to 
the needs of the human heart. People seem to want a deeper experience of community 
that recognizes and celebrates religious values. Moreover, for many, there is a connection 
between the search for religious values and the need for these values to impact the world 
in which we live. !

The end of a millennium will probably accentuate this unique phenomenon of the present 
day. Dire warnings of the end of the world, the presence of the antichrist, and an unnamed 
fear of the future become haunting reminders of our own fragility as we wait for the year 
2000.!

How do we respond?!

For more than a decade, the Catholic Church has been experiencing the search for 
religious meaning in people's lives. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults has brought 
thousands of people into the church. They include those who have never been baptized, 
people of other faith traditions, and young adults who were baptized Catholic and never 
raised in the faith or walked away from it. 
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What are people looking for today when it comes to religious values? Each year during the 
Rites of Election at the beginning of Lent, I meet hundreds of people who are making a 
commitment to join the church at the Easter Vigil. I have taken time to ask people what it 
is that attracts them to the church. !

Over and over again, the answers are consistent. People are looking for values that 
impact their own lives and the lives of their children. They find these values in the 
experience of community through liturgy and the opportunity to experience God's 
presence, especially through the word of God. !

Liturgy and the word of God!

It should not be surprising to recognize the importance of the values that people name as 
critical in their search for religious meaning. Liturgy is the response to the deepest needs 
of the human heart as it celebrates religious values in sign and symbol. The liturgy that 
people appreciate is one rooted in ritual enriched by tradition and relevance to the lives of 
people. More than ever today, people look for the meaning behind liturgy so that it speaks 
to them. !

People are taking more time today to read, to hear and to listen to the word of God. It is 
the word of God found in the Scriptures, but also the word of God broken open and 
explained in homilies, prayer groups, Scripture classes and theology. Many people are 
asking the question of what God expects of them. They are looking for answers that make 
sense in today's complicated world. There is the ever-present danger of the slavish 
response to commands and injunctions, but there is the stronger desire to understand and 
appropriate God's word and its challenge to people in today’s world.!

As people search for new meaning to their lives, their quest becomes a challenge to all of 
us. Can we name the religious values that give us life? Do we recognize the cry within our 
own hearts for God's presence? How do we contribute to the mission and ministry of the 
church to make a difference? These are questions worth asking not only this Christmas, 
but every day of our lives. May God's grace and peace by yours. !
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