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The Progress

The sounds are all around us, the sounds of Christmas Songs proclaim the joy, the peace, 
the hope that is part of Christmas. Yet, there is also a jarring note to Christmas that 
becomes evident in the countless appeals made to all of us at this time of year that 
reminds us of the poor, the homeless, the hungry. More than ever, we are grateful for 
those who work on behalf of the poor in countless ways. Yet, each one of us knows that 
when the Christmas season is over, poverty will still exist. People will continue to be 
homeless. Others will still be hungry.!

Yet, for this one moment each year, the Christmas season pricks our conscience and, 
hopefully, we respond by sharing our time or our resources on behalf of others.!

The example of Jesus!

Yet, I wonder if the issue of poverty is not at the heart of the Christmas message. After all, 
Jesus does come among us in poverty. Throughout his life, Jesus would call people to 
leave everything, take up one's cross and follow him. As I raise this question, I have to 
admit that I feel very uncomfortable. Housing, food, health care and other resources are 
available to me, and I realize full well that others do not have these realities that I take so 
easily for granted.!

Poverty in the best religious sense is not what I own, but rather how I use the resources 
which are mine. It is the courage to ask and live out both the question and the answer to 
"What do I own and what owns me?"!

A radical view of poverty!

I wonder if Christmas might not be a time to reflect on a far more radical understanding of 
poverty. For me, at least, I have never felt poorer that when I thought I had control of the 
situation, and suddenly I found myself powerless. The greatest frustration for me, and I 
suspect for countless others, is when events or plans don’t develop the way I want or as I 
had planned.!

The examples are many. It's that moment when health never seemed to be a problem, and 
the yearly medical exam reveals a growth that is diagnosed as cancer. It's that time in a 
relationship where no words or actions seem to bring healing and hope. It is the feeling of 
utter frustration when we believe we did all we could on behalf of anther, and there is no 
response. In these situations, what we own or possess can become totally irrelevant.
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Can I admit that I need God?!

More and more I am convinced that the radical call to poverty is not giving up everything I 
possess, but rather recognizing I am a person in need. It is my willingness to allow a good 
and gracious God to enter my life not as an appendage and it is convenient, but to have a 
relationship with God without which my life has little or no meeting.!

I have to admit that this vision of poverty introduces a whole new agenda to so much of 
who we are and what we do. It asks us to be aware of the divine economy where we dare  
to ask how God's agenda fits into my daily life, my work, my relationships, my hopes, my 
fears.!

A new agenda!

There is no doubt that the Christmas season is a time when we are asked to stop and 
recognize the face of poverty around us, especially the way that face takes shape among 
children and families. It is a wonderful testimony to the generosity of the human spirit 
when we respond to this challenge by sharing our resources with the poor, the hungry, the 
homeless.!

As we reach out to help the poor, I wonder if Christmas isn't really an invitation for all of us 
to admit our own poverty, our need for more than what either the world or our own 
resources can provide. Poverty and Christmas seem almost a contradiction. Yet, maybe 
Christmas is a challenge to embrace the poverty that is the radical call of the Gospel 
message, a call which makes us realize our need for God. May our response to this 
challenge embrace the richness of a God who loves us. May God's grace and peace be 
yours.!
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