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The Progress

For countless people, these past few weeks have been extremely hectic. The time before 
Christmas is a series of gatherings, shopping, visiting and preparing to celebrate once again the 
birth of Jesus Christ. The days and weeks before Christmas are like a gigantic crescendo which 
brings us to Christmas morning.!
And when we come to Christmas Day, where do we find ourselves? Hopefully, we will take some 
time on Christmas Day to appreciate the fact not only that Christ was born, but also that Christ is 
present and Christ will come again.!

Countdown to Christmas!
The merchants have reminded us of how many days are left until Christmas. The impression 
given is that Christ is coming for the first time. It is the annual ritual of the countdown until 
Christmas Day. And yet, our faith tells us that Christ is already here and the challenge for us as 
disciples of Christ Jesus is to recognize him. !
This Advent season has been filled with opportunities given to me and to so many others to 
recognize Christ among us in the faith and hope of people. Christ was so very much alive in the 
announcement of a friend that she was expecting her first child. Christ was present in the 
response a family gave to the sudden death of a husband and father. Christ was present in the 
faith of a teenager who wrote the following petition in the book at the entrance of church: “That I 
can help my family to have a good Christmas even though my Dad has lost his job.”!
Underneath all of these human experiences is a faith which prompts people to see more than 
meets the eye. In many ways, this is what Christmas is about – to discover the wonder, the 
adventure, the love, the excitement of Christ’s presence within us and among us. !

The challenge of Christmas!
Christmas offers all of us a unique challenge. Christmas asks us not only to come to Bethlehem 
and to discover the presence of God in a crib, but we are also asked to leave Bethlehem and to 
walk with Christ, to take the risk of being his disciples. Living out our discipleship today is not 
easy. It is the daily commitment to the values of the Gospel, a willingness to be part of a pilgrim 
people as members of the church, and a knowledge that Christ will come again and we must be 
ready to meet him.!

A blessed Christmas to all!
I pray that each and every one of you will have a blessed Christmas. May it be a time when faith 
is renewed, hope restored, and love shared. I pray that Christmas may be a challenge to myself 
and to others to look for Christ in unexpected places and to rejoice in that discovery. !
May 1992 be a year of peace and hope, life and health for you and your families. I look forward 
to this coming year in service to this local church of Western Washington. May we join our hands 
and hearts and faith to pray and to believe: “Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again!”!
A very blessed Christmas to you and a very happy New Year! May God’s grace and peace be 
yours to the fullest. 
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