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We are all familiar with the traditional story of the first Christmas. We are aware of the 
events that led up to Joseph taking Mary as his wife, despite the fact that she was with 
child. We know how the Roman emperor called for a census of the entire world. People 
were to return to their place of origin in order to register. Joseph returned to Bethlehem 
with his wife who was pregnant.!

We rejoice in the miracle that takes place in a manger. A child is born to us; a king is given 
to us. Angels, shepherds and wise men from the East come to pay homage. Yet, we could 
well forget one of the tragic elements that is a part of the Christmas story. !

When Joseph and Mary came to Bethlehem, they looked for lodging. However, Scripture 
tells us, “there was no room at the inn.” I wonder if the people who turned this young 
couple away knew what they missed. I wonder if the people knew then that the lodging 
that could have been given to Joseph and Mary would become a sacred shrine for millions 
of people down through the ages. I wonder what we could learn today from that tragic part 
of the story of the first Christmas. !

The call to spirituality!

This issue of the Catholic Northwest Progress emphasizes the theme of spirituality, or the 
ways in which we experience God that impact our lives and consciousness. Spirituality is 
not reserved to a few. It is the call to holiness of everyone that involves prayer and 
sacrifice, the liturgy and scripture. Yet, it also demands an appreciation of the obligation 
we have to see the face of God in all people. Social justice is part and parcel of the 
spirituality we must live as disciples of Jesus today.!

In today’s world, there is a deep yearning of people for a spirituality that touches their lives 
in concrete ways. No more concrete challenge can be given to people of how they 
respond to the challenge of the Gospel than the descriptions of the Last Judgment found 
in Matthew’s Gospel. !

At the end of time, people will either be welcomed by God or walk away from God as a 
result of whether they saw Jesus in the face of the poor, the hungry, the thirsty, the 
homeless. It is hard to forget the haunting words of Jesus who tells us, “When you did it to 
these least of my brothers and sisters, you did it to me.”!

How open are we to the needs of others!

I wonder if the image of “no room at the inn” might well be an inspiration to us this 
Christmas of how we might develop a spirituality that makes a difference in our lives. !

What doors do we close when people knock to ask for lodging and help? How responsive 
are we to the needs of others who cry out for the gift of our time, generosity and concern? 
How do we respond to the social needs of immigrants, single parents, the poor and 
elderly, families in need?
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When our own life story is written, will our biography tell us there was no room for others 
in the inn of our lives?!

Who are the people that knock at our door? It is amazing when we start to develop the list. 
It could be our children who ask us for the gift of time and attention, and we dismiss them 
so quickly. It could be our teenagers who are struggling to find meaning and purpose in 
their lives and knock loudly for us to hear them. !

It’s easy to open the door and offer them words, but sometimes silence and listening 
provide the best communication. It could be our spouse or parent whom we might take for 
granted and forget the need that ongoing quality relationships demand time, effort and 
commitment. !

Yet, it is often the stranger who knocks at our door that is easiest to dismiss. It is easy to 
make a contribution to United Way or a specific charity, but do we dare to open our door 
wide and give our time, energy and interest as well. Legal initiatives are trying to shut the 
door to the immigrants who live among us and many of us go along with the populist 
movement to deprive immigrants and their children of social services, healthcare and 
education. !

Pope John Paul II reminded us of how important it is to open our doors to the stranger 
when he spoke at Giants Stadium in October. He referred to the landmark of the Statue of 
Liberty which “stands as an enduring witness to the American tradition of welcoming the 
stranger.” He added, “Is present day America becoming less sensitive, less caring toward 
the poor, the weak, the stranger, the needy? It must not!”!

A Christmas Prayer!

Christmas is only a few days away. Will our celebration of Christmas this year make a 
difference in our lives? I believe it can if we listen carefully to the Christmas story and 
wonder what might have been if there was room at the inn for Joseph and Mary. The 
closed doors of an inn can become the symbol for us to discover new ways in which we 
might grow in our relationship to God through our concern for others. !

Do we dare to unlock the closed doors of our lives? Do we dare to open our doors and our 
lives to the needs of others? Do we dare to open our lives to allow Christ to be born again 
within us?!

“There was no room at the inn!” What a tragedy! What might have been! But it’s not too 
late. My prayer for myself and all of you is that this Christmas will challenge us to open the 
doors of our lives to the needs of others. When we do, Christ is born again. May you have 
a very blessed Christmas and a New Year filled with God’s love, grace and peace. 
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