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The Progress

No feast or celebration in the Christian liturgy touches the human heart as much as 
Christmas. Within each of us, there seems to be a secret hope that what happened once 
will happen again. We look at the Christmas story like children peering through a window 
trying to recapture all that took place centuries ago. !

A Brazilian theologian suggests it would be worth our while if we held the Christmas 
Gospel up to ourselves and others not as a window, but as a mirror, and to ask how the 
Christmas story would come alive today. Most of all, I believe if we take this risk, we will 
discover the richness that comes with poverty, the strength that is present in weakness, 
and the power that comes with vulnerability. !

The mirror of Christmas!

Looking at Christmas as a mirror which reflects reality, we need to look at where the word 
of God is taking on fragile human flesh today. We need to ask how we might reverence the 
mystery of human life. We could well wonder who will announce good tidings of great joy 
to us. !

The answers to these questions are all around us if we dare to look at life with eyes of 
faith. Countless people speak the word of love in so many ways within families, in their 
care for one another, in the fidelity that people live out to what God asks of them in being 
faithful to the Gospel and Christian ideals, in the ways in which people share their gifts 
with others to make the word become incarnate among us. !

Shepherds would come to reverence the new life born in the crib. We need to 
acknowledge the ways in which people reverence the gift of life today. All around us, 
people struggle to protect human life from the moment of conception to the moment of 
natural death. Their efforts mirror the wonder of life we celebrate at Christmas. !

The angels brought tidings of great joy to a countryside as they sang the song of 
Christmas. To mirror Christmas today, we need to find tidings of great joy to share with 
people without housing, food, employment. Somehow or other, the song of Christmas 
must be sung in ways that touch human life and make a difference. !

Will Christmas happen again?!

When we try to mirror what happened at Christmas, we could well ask whether Christmas 
will happen again. Christ was born once at a particular time in a particular place. He will 
not be born in the same way again. Christmas today is an attempt to take the dream and 
hope of Christmas and make it come alive within us and in our world. It is being open to 
poverty where we recognize the richness of God's presence. It is acknowledging our own 
vulnerability to appreciate God's strength and power. It is our admission of weakness, 
failings, and even sin to discover the love and grace which God offers to us if we dare 
come to the crib. 
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May you hold Christmas up as a mirror this year and see whether you can make the 
mystery of God's love a reality. Christmas could well take on a whole new meaning 
because we would hear the power of the word that takes on flesh and is spoken once 
again. May you have a very blessed Christmas filled with God's gifts in abundance. May 
1994 be a year of grace and peace for you. !
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