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We live in a world today where countless people are crying out for 
our attention asking us to believe in them. Candidates running 
for elective office ask us to accept their ideas, to believe in 
them, and to vote for them. Manufacturers of various products and 
services reach out for our attention through Tv, radio and 
newspapers to tell us that we cannot survive without this 
particular orobject or that particular service. We listen to 
various interpretations of the same event, and we are challenged 
to figure out the truth. 

Today we gather as a Christian community of faith - and we are 
asked to place our beliefe in Jesus. This belief is more than 
the fact that He lived, suffered and died. But we are challenged 
to believe that Jesus rose from the dead, and because He did, you 
and I will never be the same again. 

We listen to the words of Peter addressing the people of his time 
shortly after Jesus had lived, died and rose again. He tells 
them and he tells us that he and countless others were witnesses 
of all that had happened - and Peter announces that anyone who 
believes in Him has forgiveness of sins through the name of Jesus. 

We listen to Paul as he speaks to us and challenges us to believe 
by always setting our hearts on what eprtains to higher realms. 
To believe in Jesus is to believe in life. 

But it is the Gospel where women first come to the tomb later to 
be followed by Peter and John - and in trying to find the 
body of Jesus, they found nothing. But in finding nothing, they 
discovered everything. The disciples whom Jesus loved went into 
the empty tomb and we are told, "He saw, and believed." 

Easter is the great feast of faith. We too are asked to look 
into the empty tomb - and in discovering nothing, we are asked to 
discover everything. He is Risen. He is not here! 

For people without faith, Easter makes no sense. They shake their 
heads in ·disbelief at why we gather as we do to recall this most 
sacred feast in the Church year. But we shake our heads in the 
strong conviction that because Jesus did die and rise from the 
dead, nothing will be ever the same again. 
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Easter gives a whole new meaning to life and death, sickness and 
health, joy and sorrow. All these realities have new meaning because 
they share in the triumph of Jesus over sin and death. 

The Easter message is clear. He is Risen. He ts not here! But 
because he is not in the tomb, then the Lord must be where He is 
able to give meaning and purpose to human existence. The Risen 
Lord must enter our hearts and help us to find Him among the poor 
and hungry. The Risen Lord must invigorate our faith so that 
we live out that faith to the fullest in our unity as a Church. 
The Risen Lord must be discovered by leaders of government in the 
world today so that through their efforts and our own, we may 
have lasting peace. The Risen Lord must be discovered by the young 
and offer them hope. The Risen Lord must be found by the old, 
the sick, the dying and realize that He offers them life. Married 
couples struggling to improve the quality of their relationships 
and their families must see in the Risen Lord the opportunity 
to begin anew each day. 

Like the women in the Gospel and the disciples of Jesus centuries 
ago who came to a timb, we come together today. But in seeing 
the empty tomb, we are asked to believe that life is changed. 
Sin is conquered. Death is no more. 

He is Risen! He is not here! May this Easter be a time when 
we discover where He is and have the faith to bel;ieve in Him. 
A very happy and blessed Easter to all. 


