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Ritual is part of the human experience. In countless moments of human life,
we use words and actions'to poih~out the significance of what we are
doing. Such words and actions indicate a much deeper reality. Whether
it is a celebration of a transition in life such as a graduation or a
family meal, 'there is much more being said, much more happening than we
might ever realize unless we take the time to reflect upon it.

We come this evening to Celebrate a ritual. It is a religious ritual where

we use words and symbols. TIlese words and symbols speak loudly to us, but
we are asked to let the spirit of the Lord to come upon us so that we

might hear and see with ears and eyes of faith.

Centuries ago Jesus would return to Nazareth and join His people in the'
synagogue. As a young teacher, the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to
Him and the poetic text of Isaiah the prophet was proclaimed. Jesus
concluded the reading, and there was silence as the ritual came to an end.
But then, the whole scene changed. The words that were shared would not
be cold and lifeless. Rather, Jesus announced, "Today this Scripture passage
is fulfilled in your hearing." The ritual had come alive. The deeper
reality burst forth. Isaiah's words would describe the mission and ministry
of Jesus.

In this special ritual that we celebrate this evening, which we call.;the
Mass of Chrism, we use words, symbols, actions. But the challenge that the
Word of God offers us this evening is to make this ritual come alive - not
only in this Church, not only on this day, not only with those with whom we
gather this evening - but in the lived reality of each of our lives.

The ritual this evening calls for all of us to renew our commitment to the
Lord. All are asked to renew what Baptism and Confirmation challenges to be and
to do. The priests present are asked to renew their commitment of service
and witness to the People of God. We can go through the ritual. We can speak
the words. But this ritual must come alive within ourselves. This ritual

must take on flesh and blood, despite the cost. We are asked to have the courage
and faith to proclaim, as Jesus did, "Today, what we have said, what we have
promised is fulfilled in your hearing!"

Our ritual this evening calls us to bless oil. Three separate oils are brought
forth. They are human realities, but as religious symbols, they point to
something much deeper, much more profound. The Chrism will be used to anoint
the child and the adult at Baptism and Confirmation. It will be used to
designate a person as priest within the Christian community. The Oil of the
Sick will touch the forehead and hands of those in need-of healing. The Oil
of the Catechumens will be the symbol of welcome for those on a journey of
faith. The oil is but a sign which points to the deeper realities of life
and'faith, commitment and healing.
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~ur ritual this evening brings people together from different communities which

comprise the Church of Eastern Montana. This assembly becomes yet another sign

that asks us to appreciate who we are as members of a Church which goes beyond
ourselves.

And finally, our ritual uses the familiar signs and symbols of Eucharist -
bread which is broken, wine that is poured as we fulfill the command of Jesus

and do this in memory of Him. Bread and wine, however, do not remain
human elements. Rather, they beCome the Body and Blood of Jesus. In

this miracle that takes place each time we celebrate Eucharist, the challenge

of all religious ritual is shared with us. For the challenge of religious

ritual is for us to become the presence of the Lord, for us to take the
risk of being disciples of Jesus today.

It is so easy to go through words and actions, to use signs and symbols

without ever realizing what is being said, what is being shared.
But tonight, we dare to make ritual come alive, and when we do, our lives

can never be the same again!

,


