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For all of us, Lent is not a new experience. Rather, it is that time of

grace offered to the Christian community each year to remind us of the

saving actions of Jesus Christ. As we prepare to conclude this season of
Lent for 1987, the Church in its liturgy shares the Word of God with us
that reminds me of a symphony where we approach. . the crescendo that

brings the musical composition to a conclusion.

In today's Liturgy, the Church presents to us the magnificent figure of

Jeremiah the prophet who recognizes that so many around him wait for his
downfall. But within the heart and soul of Jeremiah is a spirit of hope, for

he knows God will be victorious. In the Gospel, it is becoming more and

more evident that the leaders of the people cannot tolerate what Jesus
shares with them. They even begin to fetch stones to put him to death:.

But Jesus challenges the~ to believe in the work He is doing; the work of
the Father. The same work which the leaders of the people criticize becomes

the reason why others believed in Him.

I don't know if we could use the phrase, "Jesus must have become so discouraged
at times," but it is a phrase which seems to fit the Gospel of today. We
know of the events that will take place next week as we celebrate the Passion
and Death of Jesus. As people who look at these events from centuries later,
I suspect we can all cry out in wonder, "Why don't people see? Why don't
people understand?"

You and I are asked to continue the mission and ministry of Jesus today. I am
sure that in the eyes of many, they do not understand why we spend time, energy
and resources to help the poor on a person to person basis. I!m sure they
ask, "Let the poor help themselves! Let the government agencies take care of
them! Why get involved?"

And the only response we can give is that we dare to be disciples of Jesus.

We dare to take same journey which will be marked by discouragement, disappointmeJ

lack of response. But we also know that the journey we take does not end

in death, but rather in victory and triumph.

Jesus needs to have His ministry and mission continue today. It is a ministry
to the poor, the homeless, the hungry, the naked, the prisoner. By responding
to the challenge of the St. Vincent de Paul Society today, you make the
ministry of Jesus possible. Jesus died that we may have life and have it to the
full. In sharing that life with others, Jesus lives today through you and me
Now that's really something worth living for!


