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Jubilee Celebration
Most Reverend Eldon Bernard Schuster
Former Bishop of Great Falls-Billings
St. Luke the Evangelist Church '

May 26, 1987 '

Homily
Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy'
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings

"My prayer is that you may learn to value the things that
really matter." (Phil. 1:9-10)
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"I give no thought to what lies behind but push on to what
is ahead." (PhiL'3:l3)

"Feed my lambs. Tend my sheep." (John 21:15-16)

I share these excerpts from the Word of God proclaimed
to us this evening because in so many ways they capture the
reason why we have gathered here to,celebrate this Eucharist.
We come here tonight with Bishop Eldon Bernard Schuster to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of his ordination to the
priesthood and his twenty-fifth anniversary of urdination as
a Bishop.
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Our celebration focuses on a man who has shared his
life with the Church of Eastern Montana, as well as with
the Church in our country and the world today. But that
life makes sense and has power and significance because of
the Good News which gave meaning to his life.

Fifty years ago tomorrow, a young, boyish looking
Eldon Bernard Schuster knelt in the sanctuary of St. Ann's
Cathedral here in Great Falls to be ordained a priest by
Bishop Edwin V. O'Hara. The journey to that sanctuary of
St. Ann's had begun in North Dakota and continueg on to
Glentanna, Glasgow, Dubuque and Washington, D.C. What
made that journey possible was the ability of Eldon Schuster
to "value the things that really matter." And for fifty
years, Eldon Schuster would try to shar~ with others that
same ability - "to value the things that really matter."

The things that really matter for Eldon Schuster have
been and continue to be the Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts
that the Lord has shared with us - the gift of Church and
sacraments, the gift of prayer and worship, the gift of people
and families, and especially the gift 'ofpriesthood.
Untiringly, in a ministry of education and formation which
has been a focus of his life, Eldon Schuster has shared with
others "the things that really matter."
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As Bishop Schuster shared this gif~ with others, he did
so with a vision of not only what is, but 'whatmight be.
The past fifty years have been a time of tremendous change
within the world and the Church. As these changes have taken
place, it'wouldhave been so easy to fail to see the signs
oftll~jtimes~~n~ "to,m~etj<j:hechallenges"they offered.
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But Eldon Schuster would take the words of St. Paul and make
them his own, "r give no thought to what lies behind but push
on to what is ahead."

Eldon Schuster did push on to what was ahead in the
ministry he shared with others as priest and Bishop.
At times, to push ahead became difficult because of decisions
that had to be made, because of changes which called for
a greater spirit of faith and courage. B~t Eldon Schuster
shared this challenge with a spirit of care and compassion,
of gentleness and understanding. As a result, this Church
of Eastern Montana under his leadership as Bishop has
responded to the challenge of renewal with hope and strength.

Throughout these years of ministry au priest and
Bishop, Eldon Schuster would hear the words of Jesus to
Peter on the Sea of Tiberias - "Feed my lambs. Tend my
sheep!" With an incredible generosi~y and spirit of
unselfishness, Eldon Bernard Schuster would feed and tend
the flock that was given to him - whether at St~ Ann's,
St. Joseph's or Holy Family - or the entire Church of Eastern
Montana. We who gather here tonight are the beneficiaries
of that pastoral care and concern.
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It is only right that this celebration of thanksgiving
takes place at the Eucharist. The Eucharist has been and
continues to be the source of strength and nourishment that
has made Bishop Schuster's ministry as priest and bishop
possible. The Eucharist gathers us together as a community
of faith and worship to proclaim and to live the Good News
of the Gospel.

For almost nine years, it has been my privilege to
know and to work with the man whom we honor tonight. During
these years, I have come to know a man who is a person of prayer and
faith, a man who has a passionate love for the Church, a man
who is generous to a fault, a man of wisdom and insight,
a man wno is a Christi~n gentleman, a priest and a Bishop.
Congratulations Eldon Bernard Schuster on your fiftieth
anniversary of priesthood ordination and your twenty-fifth
anniversary of ordination as a Bishop. Thank you for all
you have done, for who you are, and what you will continue
to be for all of us in the years ahead.
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