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We live in a world today where we as human beings believe we 
can accomplish almost anything. We have begun to probe the 
secrets of the universe. We have split the atom. We have 
made incredible strides in medical, scientific and 
technological dimensions of human life. And yet, there is 
one reality before which we stand that remains yet a 
mystery. I~ is a reality which touches each of our lives at 
some moment. It is the reality of death. 

We come here this morning to confront this reality. We do 
not come as people who believe that life is a limited 
experience which lasts for forty, sixty or eighty years -
and there is nothing else involved. Rather, we come as 
believers in the promise which Jesus gives to those who dare 
to believe in Hirn. 

The Word of God today is a powerful reminder to us of our 
relationship as a human race to a God who created us, a God 
who tells us that He will destroy death forever, that He 
will wipe away tears from the faces of all peoples. God 
does this through the incredible gift of His Son, Jesus 
Christ .. We are reminded today that "If we have died with 
Christ, we believe we are also to live with Him'' as well, 

But the question of how we live in Christ has haunted the 
human heart since Jesus first came among us. And the 
answer is found in the Good News proclaimed to us this 
morning. We are challenged today- to be people who are poor 
in spirit, people who hunger and thirst for holiness, people 
who are peacemakers and who show mercy to others. And when 
we meet this challenge, the reign of God will be ours, we 
shall inherit the land, we shall see God, 

It is only right that we listen to the challenge of Jesus 
today as we come here to this cemetery to pray and to 
remember. It is the challenge of Jesus which makes all the 
difference. As disciples of Jesus, we know that death is 
not the end of life, but only the beginning. We are born to 
die, but we die in order that we might live forever. 
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For people of faith, our celebration this morning is a time 
of hope. We stop to give thanks for those people who have 
been part of our lives - parents, spouses, sons or 
daughters, and friends. In a special way, this morning we 
give thanks for the lives of those who served our country 
and whose sa~rifice of life itself has preserved the gift of 
freedom which we enjoy today. As we recall these people 
whose faces run through our minds and imagination, we hope 
in the Lord that the Lord may give them eternal rest, joy 
and peace. 

Today is "'Memorial Day, 1989 - a day to remember and to give 
thanks especially as we celebrate this Eucharist. It is 
only right as well that we give thanks to those who care for 
our dead, those people who are present to us when we face 
the reality of death which makes no sense unless we dare to 
believe in the promise which Jesus has given to us. 

May those who are buried in this cemetery have eternal 
rest. May we keep alive the gifts which they have shared 
with us. May we live our lives in fidelity to the Lord so 
that we can achieve the promise which the Lord offers to all 
those who believe in Him. 

May this Memorial Day be a day of peace and hope for you. 
May it be a time to remember and to give thanks for the 
people whom God has called to Himself. And may all here, 
and all the dead, enjoy eternal life. 

Eternal rest grant unto them 0 Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed rest in peace. 

Amen. 


