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Homily 
September 26, 1980 
Dedication of St. Patrick's as Co-Cathedral 
Billings, Montana· 
Most Rev. Thomas J. Murphy 

X. 

Throughout the history of the human race, there has always 
been the search to find Qod, to discover His presence, to recognize 
His power working among us. People would especially look for 
sacred spaces in their midst so that there might be a meeting 
ground, a gathering point, a focal setting where a community might 
come·together to reflect, to pray, to be in touch with their God. 

The Old Testament reminds us over and over again about the 
importance of the temple, and especially the Temple in Jerusalem 
in the life of the Jewish community. ~ecause the temple was the 
dwelling place for the Ark of the Covenant, this structure held 

· a unique position within the community. The temple was the 
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dwelling place of God - a reminder of the relationship and responsibility 
which men and women had with and toward their God. It was not the 
richness of the decoration, the height of the structure or any 
of the physical attributes of the temple that made it important. 
Rather, its importance came from the presence of Go~ within it. 

Jesus was most conscious of the importance of the temple 
. for the community. He would preach in it. He would call people 
. together to meet His Father and theirs within it. He would 
challenge people to have a respect for the temple by literally 
driving out the money changers from it. But Jesus would also 
remind us that the presence of God within the temple is a challenge 
for each of us to have that same presence in our own lives - in 
our love and charity, our justice and patience. The Gospel that 
was proclaimed to us this evening on the occasion of the dedication 
of this Cathedral Church is a reminder to all of us that the presence 
of God here calls us to have that same presence within our own lives. 

For the last 2000 years, the Christian community has continued 
the tradition of setting aside sacred space, of building Churches 
wherein the Christian community might gather and meet together its 
God so that we might~# take that presence into our own lives. 
For Roman Catholics in given areas of the world, one Church would. 
have a special importance - the Cathedral Church. Its importance 
came from its relationship to the Bishop of the Diocese for the 
Cathedral Church is the Church of the Bishop - the sacred space 
where the Bishop leads the community in the important celebrations 
of the life of the Christian community. 

In the Diocese of Eastern Montana, the growth and development 
of the Church over a vast expanse of territory made it impossible 
for large segments of the community to share in the celebrations 
at the Cathedral Church in Great Falls. The rapid and dynamic 
growth of the Billings community and Yellowstone County prompted 
ehe request for a change of name in the Diocese as well as the 
naming of a second Cathedral - a place for the Christian community 
to gather with the Bishop for the celebrations of faith and worship. 



2. 

Tonight we celebrate the dedication of St. Patrick's as 
the Co-Cathedral of the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings. The 
signs and symbols used in the liturgy this evening reflect 
the importance of what we celebrate. The walls of the Church 
will be anointed with sacred oilG The corners of the Church 
will be incensed. The anointing and incensation are signs of 
the commitment of wood and brick, stone and mortar to the glory 
and honor of God. 

But what is even more important this evening is the dedication 
of this Church as a Cathedral Church. As such, this Church and 
this community are honored, but with that honor comes a responsibility. 
The 6athedral Church must stand as an affirmation and reflection of 
the spiritual power which the Church represents among people. 
The Cathedral Church must be the place where one expects .to find 
the beauty and fullness of liturgy and worship. The Cathedral 
Church has the obligation to reflect a design and environment 
which will be a model for other Churches in a diocese. 

The Cathedral Church is the gathering point for the faithful 
of a diocese. The ethnic and cultural variety of our community 
should find recognition and affirmation here. The Cathedral 
Church becomes the magnet for events involving the Church beyond 
the natural boundaries of a diocese. And more than that, the 
Cathedral Church must become a seat of culture as well as cult. It is 
a place where great music may be performed, and where drama, proport
ionate to our true stature. as human beings, may be enacted. 

St. Pa~ick's Co-Cathedral as~~es these responsibilities 
this evening as we celebrate this Mass o• Dedication. The 
parish community of this Cathedral parish now shares this sacred 
space with the larger community of the Diocese. As a parish 
community, St. Patrick's has the responsibility of being faithful 
to the dream and vision of the Second Vatican Council, to reflect 
in its parish life all that the Church calls a parish community 
to be and to become. We cannot afford to be unfaithful to this 
responsibility. 

Especially in its liturgy and worship, this Cathedral Church 
must celebrate the fullness of what it means to be Church 6oday. 
The style of liturgy in this Church must speak to all and be 
imbued with a rich and living sense of tradition, a rootedness 
in the present and a vision beyond our time. These liturgies must 
provide hospitality with challenge, transcendence with immanence, 
peace with exuberance. They must express a Gospel vision with an 
appeal and a voice that speaks for the people. 

And so tonight we share a dream with you as we dedicate 
St. Patrickfs as a Cathedral Church. We are here, however, because 
of those leaders of this community who have gone before us -
Msgr. Dinneen, Fr. Powers, Msgr. Donovan and now Msgr. Zarek. 
It is out of that past that we build a future - and the Cathedral 
Church is the symbol of the future of the Church in Eastern Montana. 



May this gathering here this evening for this solemn dedication 
of St. Patrick's as a Cathedral Church be but the beginning of 
of many other such gatherings to reflect our faith and worship as 
a People of God.in the Diocese of Eastern Montana. May this sacred 
space be the place where God touches our lives so that we may 
take this encounter with God and transform a world.with His 
presence. It is a privilege to serve the Church of Billings 
and all of Eastern Montana as Bishop of this Diocese. It is 
indeed a privilege to dedicate this Church of St. Patrickfs as 
the Co•Cathed:z'al of .our Diocese. Thank you for joi$g with me 
to celebrate this historic even-ti which brings prestige and honor 
to this community, but also bri~s a respons!il~~ which I -Aoile~ 
will be met. µJi ifi:L~ i-rk_ 'filML~tfiM ~ , 


