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As we approach a new millennium and the year 2000, so much attention is 
being given to the future. The young people entering high school or 
college this Fall know that they will be the Class of 2000. In so many 
area~ of life, projects are in place and promises are being made that ask to 
look to the future with new hope. 

Yet, none of us can look to the future if we did not stop to look at the past. 
As human beings, we are part of an ongoing continuum of life and 
experience that has its roots in the past. As disciples of Jesus, and 
believers in the Good News of the Gospel, we know even more so that we 
profess, share and celebrate our gift of faith today because others have 
shared this gift with us. 

This morning, we stop to give thanks - and to remember - the gift of faith, 
hope and life that countless religious women shared with us here in the 
Church in Western Washington. Our Church here has its foundation in the 
work, effort and energy that religious women shared on behalf of the poor, 
the sick, families and children. 

We gather to remember the religious women who have died this past year, 
as well as all those who now live in eternity. We pray that God has 
already taken them to the holy mountain where all their needs will be met. 
We pray that they will now understand the meaning of what they shared 
with countless others during their lives - that God's love for us and our 
love for God will destroy death and bring us the gift of life in its fullness. 

Yes, we gather this morning to remember - but we also give thanks for 
those remarkable women who have been the light and beacon of s~lvation 
for countless people. We pray that they now enjoy God's presence and 
life. Yes, we remember, and we give thanks! 


