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St. Gabriel's Church
Chinook, Montana
100th Anniversary Celebration
October 30, 1986
Most Rev. Thomas J. Murphy
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings

For many people in the Christian community, we have the common
experience of coming together each week to praise God and to
acknowledge His place in our lives. Because it is an experience
we share on a regular basis, we often don't take time to ask
why we do what we do. I believe it would be worth the time this
evening to ask why we have come here tonight. What brings this
group of people together at St. Gabriel's Church in Chln~ok, Montana?

In many ways, we have heard the answer already. We have prayed
the response to our question in the response we gave to the
Word of the Lord. Just a few moments ago, we prayed: LORD,
I THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFULNESS AND LOVE. That simple, but
powerfulprayer,is why we'have gathered - to thank God for
his faithfulness and love toward this parish com~unity of St.
Gabriel's in Chinook, Montana over the last 100 years.

The history of our gratitude actually goes back further than
a 100 years ago. Priests from St. Peter's Mission, which began
in 1858 outside of Great Falls, would visit the Hi-Line and
bring people together to celebrate the liturgy. In 1885, a log
cabin built in the old Fort Belknap Agency, three quarters of a mile
from the present town of Chinook, served the Catholics of this
area as their first Church. Over the years, the Catholic community
gathered in the Town Hall and then in the first permanent Church
built in 1895. Jesuit priests would serve the community here for
almost the first quarter century of its existence,-but in 1910, dioces
priests began to shepherd the people of St. Gabriel's. This
parish once served the missions of Harlem, Hollandville, Big Flat,
Fairview, Savoy, Lloyd, Dodson, Zurich and Malta. In 1954, a new
Church which would be a magnificent building along with a Rectory
were built which serves this parish community today.

I share this brief history with you, because beneath the facts and
dates, there is an incredible gift offered to us, a gift of faith
and perseverance shared by those who have gone before us. We all
know full well the challenges of life today, with all the uncertaintie
of drought and flood, war and poverty, sub-zero temperatures and
grasshoppers. How much more difficult it must have been for that
first group of people a 100 years ago - and yet, their faith
prompted them to come together to form a Christian community
which we call St. Gabriel's Parish.

We come together then this evening to give ~hanks for all that God
has shared with us. We know that his faithfulness and love have
made these past 100 years possible. But how do we best give thanks
to God? I believe the answer is found in the Word of God shared
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" ' with us this evening - LET THE WORD OF CHRIST, RICH AS IT IS,
DWELL IN yOU. And what does that Word challenge us to do and to
be? I believe more than anything else, the Word of God asks us
to make our faith come alive in our daily lives. We must try to
live out what we say we believe and dare to become people of
hope, love, faith, patience. We must be people who seek after
peace and justice and build up the quality of our relationships
to God and to one another.

In a very special way, the richness of God's Word challenges us to
reach out to others, to share the faith which has been given to us.
We must try to be a parish family where others will look to us,
and want to be part of us. We must take the time to inv1~~ others
to be part of our faith community, to invite back those who may
have left us. Our reaching out to others will help our community
grow and we will continue to build on the egacy of those who have
before us. As we do all this, our common prs¥er will be:
LORD, I THANK yOU FOR YOUR FAITHFULNESS AND LOVE.
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As Bishop, please allow me to express my gratitude and thanks for
you, the members of this parish community and all those who
have gone before you. Thank you for your generosity and your
commitment in faith and love to your parish. Thank you to all
the priests and religious who have served your parish community,
and, in a special way this evening, to Fr. Denis Keane, your
pastor. Fr. Keane brings to you a great gift of care, challenge
and love in a powerful way by the ministry he shares. Thank you
to Fr. Keane so very much.

As one of the oldest parishes in our diocese, you begin your
second century of existence. May it be a time whep you renew
your own faith, when you reach out to others, when you encourage
young people to consider ministry, religious life and priesthood
to serve the Church of Eastern Montana.

Happy 100th anniversary! ~~y you always give thanks to God
for Hi3 faithfulness and love!
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