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We live in a world today where countless people have dreams and 
hopes. Yet, for so many reasons, it is difficult to sustain 
those dreams and hopes in light of the challenges which confront 
us. The newspaper headlines, the radio and television constantly 
blare out the grim statistics of poverty, unemployment, war, 
difficulties in government and a host of human tragedies . 
In light of the realities in today's world, we could well be 
a people who have lost our sense of hope, our ability to· 
dream. . 

Yet, the Catholic community here in Billings gathers tonight to 
sustain a dream, to maintain a hope. We do so because of 
the Word of God which has been proclaimed to us this evening. 
With the prophet Isaiah, we rejoice not only over the King 
who is to come, but the King who is present among us -
a King who announces peace, bears good news, announces salvation. 
We rejoice because we are followers of Jesus who is described 
at the beginning of Mark's Gospel as one who proclaims 
the good news of God, who tells us that this is the time of 
fulfillment. "The reign of God is at hand! Reform your lives 
and believe in the gospel!" 

Throughout history , whenever people would want to nourish their 
dreams and hopes, they knew they would have to turn beyond 
themselves, beyond the wisdom which the human condition offers. 
They would turn to their God and ask their Gocldto·· speak. 
History would record the futile attempts of human beings to be 
in contact with their God in thunder and lightning, in mountain 
peaks and ocean floors . But no one dared dream. that not only 
would God speak, God would become one like us, in all things save 
sin. Our God would walk among us and preach the Good News. 
IL is lhe Good News of the Gospel whd:cth hsustains dreams, nouri s hes 
hopes. It is lhe message we have heard this eventing: "The 
r eign of God is at hand ! Reform your lives and believe in the 
Gospel!" 

But if we are to believe in the Gospel, how is this Gospel 
preached to us? We have the great privileg~ of nourishing 
our faith and th e Gospel message through our parish co mmunitie s , 
through our sharing in the Eucharist and · the gifts of the 
sacramenls throu g h which we encounter the Lord. But there is 
a desperate ne ed also to under sL and, Lo appreciate , Lo inLegraLe 
our faith as members of the Church Laday. Where does that 
happen? The answer is obvious . In the home ! But if our 
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faith life that begins within our home is to be nourished, 
it needs an educational and formational process that is best 
fulfilled when a community is able to share and pass on its 
faith through Catholic education in our Catholic schools. 
For Catholic education in Catholic schools makes a difference. 

And that is why we have come here this evening. We come 
as people who want t~ make a difference as St, Nicho1•s did 
centuries ago when his gift to three young people enabled 
them to fulfill their dreams and hopes. We come here to give 
thanks for all those people who make a difference by their 
contribution to the life and vitality of our Catholic schools 
in the Billings community. 

We come to acknowledge and thank the parents of ·our stddents for 
their example, support, and generosity. We come to express 
our appreciation to the administrators and teachers who staff 
our schools for their sacrifice, but especially for their example 
and commitment to our Roman Catholic faith tradit t0n. We 
come to say "thank you" to the loyal and generous benefact~cs 
of our Catholic schools whose help and assistance have made 
our schools possible. In singling out individual~ representing 
these constituencies for the 1986 St. Nicholas Award, we are 
honoring not only them, but all whom they represent. 

In a special way this evening, we are honoring a man whose life 
has made a difference in the lives of countless others. / A 
special St. Nicholas Award will be given to Rev. Msgr. Andrew 
Zarek for his years of untiring and selfless commitment to 
Catholic education in our Catholic schools. He is a man who 
took the words of Jesus, "Let the little children come to me" 
and he made them come alive. Thank you, Monsignor Zarek. 

The human spirit desperately needs dreams and hopes. We need 
them for the present . But we especially need them for the future. 
We provide for the future by providing for our young, by offering 
them the invaluable gift of a Catholic education which reflects 
the challenge of the Gospel and our tradition; an education 
offered by teachers not only in the classroom, but in the 
witness of their own lives; an education which is strengthened 
by the example, encouragement and support of parents and 
family . To all of you gathered here this evening, thank you 
for sharing those gifts. 

I n nine days, we celebrate the great feast of Christmas - -
the event which has made all the difference. We can keep that 
difference alive by sharing dreams and hopes and making them 
come alive. May our Catholic schools in this community be that 
difference which will enable our youth to have dreams and 
hopes to sustain them for years to come! 


