
A Letter to Young People

January 1986!
 
Dear Brian,!
It’s been good taking time each month to write to young people such as yourself. I have 
become far more sensitive listening to you and to the voices of young people and young 
adults in our society and the Church today. What I hear is very good. For I hear your 
hopes and dreams regarding the future. I hear your desires to share your gifts with 
others to make this world a better place. I hear your cry for love, friendship and 
understanding with your parents, family and friends. I hear your concern for peace and 
justice, your anxiety over the realities of poverty and hunger. Most of all, I hear you telling 
the world in which we live that you are serious about life and about the future which you 
want to help create.!

As I try to listen to you, I also want to encourage you to listen in turn. More than anything 
else, I hope you take the time in prayer and reflection to listen to what God is trying to 
share with you. God speaks to us in prayer, but he also speaks to us through others – 
the invitations we receive from significant people in our lives to use our gifts and talents 
on behalf of our Church and community today. !

I wonder if you ever took time to listen to the call which the Lord shares with many young 
people today regarding service to the Church as a priest or religious. Immediately, you 
might say, “Who, me?” And in turn, I would say, “Why not?” To consider a priestly or 
religious vocation in the Church today, you should be a person of faith, a person willing 
to serve others in a permanent way, a person willing to make a celibate commitment in 
order that you might have the opportunity to love everyone, and a person with at least 
average intelligence. You should also be a person who is able to relate to others with a 
conviction of what the Church and Gospel are all about. !

With the lack of vocations today, and the decrease of priests and religious, the idea of a 
vocation might not sound too appealing because of loneliness, new expectations, and 
the unique stress of ministry in the church today. I regret that this is what young people 
hear at times. For, in reality, a vocation to priesthood and/or religious life can be the most 
exciting adventure people have ever experienced. It is the opportunity to continue the 
mission and ministry of Jesus. As a priest or religious, you will be invited to take part in 
the significant moments of peoples’ lives. You will lead people in prayer and be available 
to them to share the Good News of the Gospel. !

Considering a vocation to priesthood and/or religious life is worth doing. Take the time to 
listen. Listen to the cry of people in the world today for leaders who will share their faith, 
commit their lives, and be of service to others in the name of Jesus. 
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If you have heard that invitation to consider priesthood and/or religious life, I know I 
would enjoy talking with you more about it. Just drop a line back to me. It would be good 
to listen to you. !

Well, Brian, it’s a new year with new opportunities for dreams and visions to become a 
reality. I hope this year will be filled with peace and joy, life and health for you.!

Your Friend in Christ,!

!
!
!

The Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy 
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, MT 


