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Dear Mike, Dave, Dan, Kevin, Pat, Tim, Greg, Gary, and so many others, !
I admit that the salutation to this letter is unusual. It specifies some of you by name and 
countless others in a generic way. But at the heart of this letter is an invitation to consider 
a possible option of what you might do with the gift of your life in the years ahead. That 
option is priesthood. !
Centuries ago, a nameless young man approached Jesus and asked him what he must 
do to gain eternal life. Jesus reminded him of the commandments to love one’s God and 
one’s neighbor. The young man replied that he had observed these laws from his youth. 
Then the Lord challenged him by asking him to give up his possessions and to follow 
Him. A tragic scene followed. The young man walked away without saying anything. !
As a young person in society today, I am sure you know full well the choice that you and 
countless others must face. You are bombarded with the options of being young men 
who dare to hear the challenge of the Gospel or the option to follow the values of the 
world in which we live. !
I am writing to you as a young man of faith and hope about the possibility of priesthood. 
Priesthood is a vocation in the Church today which is absolutely essential for the life of 
the Church. A priest is a person who celebrates Eucharist, who becomes the instrument 
of reconciliation, who anoints the sick and dying, and who is asked to be the religious 
leader in the community of faith. A priest utilizes his own gifts and works with others to 
enable and empower them to be ministers in the Church today as a result of their 
baptismal commitment. A priest is a person who makes a difference. !
Jesus is looking for young men of faith and good will to consider a vocation to the 
priesthood. It is a vocation which demands a willingness to serve others. It is a vocation 
which asks you to make a celibate commitment whereby you are literally enabled and 
empowered to love so many others. !
I know the pressures which many of you face. These pressures take different shapes 
and forms. What will my friends think? What about my need to love someone and to 
share my life and love with another? Can I make a lifetime commitment of service to 
others? Your questions are not new. Rather, they become the focus for responding to the 
challenge which I would like to share with you. 
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For almost 28 years I have served the Church as a priest. I admit my own limitations and 
failings, yet, I know the power of God’s grace. It is that grace which prompts me dare to 
ask you to consider priesthood as a vocation. It is a life that can bring you untold joy and 
satisfaction. It is an opportunity to be invited to intrude into the specific moments of the 
lives of others. It would be great to talk with you about this possibility. !
Thanks for listening. I hope you might contact me to let me know what you think of my 
invitation. !
Your Friend in Christ,!

!
!
!

The Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy 
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, MT!


