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September 1986!
 
Dear Friends, !
As a new school year begins for you, whether you are in high school or college, or if you 
are a young adult in a first job or profession, this time of year always marks a new 
beginning. In so many ways, the seasons of the year reflect our own lives and Fall is that 
time of year when we think of the maturity which should be part of our lives. !
The warmth of summer has brought forth crops from the land. Trees and bushes have 
grown and become more deeply rooted. And as Fall gives way to Winter, the whole cycle 
of life begins again as we go from death to the new life which will emerge next Spring. !

A Call To Life!
If there is one powerful message which the Gospel and Jesus shares with us, it is a call 
to new life, a call to experience a life that will never end. This life was given to us on the 
day of our baptism and we have been asked to nourish and strengthen that life through 
the gifts which Jesus shares. We live the life of grace to the fullest when we are faithful 
to the law of God and the law of His Church. !
As young people, it is so easy to go from one season to another without thinking of the 
challenge the seasons offer - the challenge to grow and mature as members of God's 
family, as His sons and daughters, who dare to be the disciples of Jesus in the world 
today. !

What's Your Choice?!
During the coming months, you can be caught up in football, basketball, school activities, 
or even different ways in which you might make more money or get a better job. There 
are going to be countless decisions, large and small, where you will make a choice. But 
there's one choice that will confront you this year and every year of your life - the choice 
of choosing God and letting God choose you during the coming year. In many ways, it’s 
the most important choice you'll ever make. I hope during the coming year in each 
edition of The Harvest to reflect with you on what that choice means. If you have any 
questions, please write and let me know. It would be good to dialogue with you. Have a 
good year. !
Your Friend in Christ, !
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The Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy 
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, MT 


