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Dear Friends, !
As young people in high school or college today, or as a young adult, there are countless 
voices sharing many challenges with you. I would hope that you might be patient enough 
to hear one more such challenge. !
The challenge I would like to offer you is the call to fidelity. A call to fidelity might not 
sound that important, but it really gets to the heart of the values we share as human 
beings and as followers of Jesus, as well as being members of the Church today. We live 
in a world where it is easy to dismiss commitments. We can so easily ignore the 
demands of what our love and faith ask of us in relationship to ourselves, our family, our 
friends, and the Good News shared with us by Jesus Christ. !
Yet, if there is one virtue I pray for in my own life, it is the virtue of fidelity. Fidelity asks 
me to reflect on the promises and commitments I have made to God, to others and to 
myself. I cannot dismiss such commitments either for convenience or because they don't 
fit into my agenda as an adult, I recognize full well the challenge of not preaching what I 
do not live out in my own life. !
As young people and young adults today, you are asked to be people of fidelity. You 
must look for ways to be faithful to the gift of life which has been shared with you through 
a respect for life itself and all that it implies - your mind, heart, sexuality, and physical life. 
You are asked to be faithful to your family and friends through the love, care and concern 
you share with them. You are challenged to listen to the message of Jesus and the 
teachings of the Church today. Such fidelity demands a great spirit of faith and hope. Yet, 
as young people in society today, I know you can be such faithful people. !
To help you live out your fidelity, Jesus shares with us the gift of Himself in the 
nourishment offered to us in the Eucharist. Take advantage of that gift often, as well as 
the healing gift of forgiveness He shares with us in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. !
Fidelity is a gift which can change a world. It can make all the difference not only in the 
relationships between people, but also in the relationships of communities and nations. 
May you be faithful in who you are and what you do. It's a gift worth living and sharing! !
Your Friend in Christ,!

!!!!!
The Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy 
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, MT


