
A Letter to Young People

December 1986!
 
Dear Friend, !
If you are between the ages of 18 and 25, you are a member of a generation whose 
thoughts and opinions are very important. You will be the people in leadership positions 
in our towns and cities, our state and country in the coming years. !
A good number of people your age will be coming home from college or graduate school 
for Christmas. Others of you, who are working at a job already, will look forward to joining 
old time friends for holiday gatherings, or for a time to be with people you've known for a 
long time. !
Despite the anticipation of coming home for Christmas, so often after you're home for a 
while, you find yourself with a lot of free time. The hectic life of high school just cannot be 
relived. So you find yourself with time on your hands, and an awful lot of time just to 
think. !
As you take time to think, I am sure one of the prominent and recurring thoughts is the 
question of what your life will be like in the years ahead. And as you think about the 
future, I wonder if I might dare raise a question with you. Did you ever think about 
religious life and/or priesthood as a way to use your gifts and talents to serve God, the 
Christian community and people in the world today? !
Right away, I suspect, a number of you might say, "He's not talking to me! He must be 
asking this question of others!" In reality, I am really raising the question with young 
adults who appreciate the gift of our faith tradition, young adults who want to make a 
difference in other people's lives, young adults who get excited about the Gospel 
message. If you see yourself nodding positively to these questions, I would really 
encourage you to think about religious life and/or priesthood. !
Christmas makes us so very much aware of what a difference Christ made by taking on 
human flesh and living among us and with us. Christmas makes us very conscious of the 
gift of the Church and the Christian community. But this community needs leaders who 
are willing to risk their lives in service to Jesus Christ as religious and priests to serve the 
Christian community. !
A vocation to religious life and/or priesthood might not be the most popular choice in 
minds of others today. But it is a choice that can make a difference in the lives of others. 
As a young man or woman in Eastern Montana today, I hope you might consider this 
option. I know I would really enjoy talking with you about it. 
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If you have some free time during the Christmas holidays, and if the thought of religious 
life and/or priesthood ever occurred to you, why don't you drop a line or give me a call? If 
you're interested in the future, and if you want to make a difference in shaping that 
future, religious life and/or priesthood might be the best choice you could ever make. !
I hope you have a great Christmas! May it be a time of peace and joy, hope and faith for 
you and all the people whom you love. !
Your Friend in Christ, !

!
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!

The Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy 
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, MT 


