
A Christmas Message
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord, !
Once again we prepare to celebrate the great feast of Christmas and the beginning of a 
New Year. It is a time when we are conscious in a special way of the love of family and 
friends. It is also a time when we celebrate the Father's love for us in a special way. !
The birth of Jesus reminds us of God the Father's desire to be reconciled with the human 
race and challenges us to be reconciled with one another. The sounds of Christmas 
shout out words of peace, joy, faith, hope - and home. !
If there is one time in the year when we want to be home, it is during this holiday season. 
And that is why I am writing this letter to you who may be away from home - your home 
and mine, the Catholic Church. Please come home! And just in case you doubt that we 
really mean it, let me say it again: please come home for Christmas, not just for a while, 
but for good. !
It doesn't matter how long you may have been gone. And whatever the reason, we can 
at least talk about it. Is it a crisis of faith? We'd like to work through it with you. Is it a hurt 
inflicted by somebody in the Church? We'd like to ask forgiveness. Is it an irregular 
marriage? We'd like to discuss it with you to see if something can be done. Is it apathy or 
a "turned off" feeling because of the changes in the Church? We'd like to talk about that 
too. Whatever it is, whenever it happened, we'd like to know and we'd like to help you 
make the journey back home again. !
I know the priests of the Diocese will receive you with open arms. As ministers of God's 
love and forgiveness, they will be kind and understanding, whether you visit with them in 
the rectory or in the Sacrament of Penance. After all, we know that this is what Christmas 
and the holiday season are all about - gentle love and peace through reconciliation with 
God in Jesus Christ. !
My brothers and sisters, please come home this holiday season. Come home so that 
together we may live very deeply a lasting life of peace with God who is ours in the birth 
of Jesus, our Savior.!
Sincerely yours in Christ,  !
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The Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy 
Bishop of Great Falls, MT 


