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Dear Friends in Christ,!
The waiting is over. The time has come again. It is Christmas, 1983. For weeks we have 
been preparing to celebrate once again this unique feast where we recall the birth of 
Jesus. No other celebration captures the heart and mind of the human spirit as does the 
feast of Christmas. Strangers exchange greetings; divisions and hatreds cease for this 
brief moment; and people come together to share friendship and food, conversation and 
love.!
What makes all this happen is the birth of a child in a crib at Bethlehem almost two 
thousand years ago. But that child would change human history and offer people a vision 
of how things might be and could be if we would commit ourselves to the Good News He 
shared with us. !
One of the gifts which this child of Bethlehem would give the human race would be a 
Church which would continue His ministry and share His message. It is a privilege to be 
the Bishop of a portion of that Church which exists today in the Diocese of Great Falls- 
Billings. It is a joy to work with the laity, religious, deacons and priests who generously 
share their gifts and talents to make the Lord present among us today. !
Christmas is a time to be aware of the blessings which God has given us as a faith 
community, the blessings of His presence among us in our parish communities, in the gift 
of Word and Sacrament whereby the Lord shares Himself with us. But Christmas is also 
a time to look ahead. !
Within a week we approach a New Year, 1984. For the Church of Eastern Montana, 1984 
will offer new challenges and possibilities. We will be asked to continue developing our 
sense of Church which goes beyond a local parish community or town and to become 
more aware of the Church in our Diocese and the world. We will be asked to respond to 
the Lord's Call through our involvement with RENEW. We will be asked to look for ways 
in which we might best utilize the gifts and talents of our priests in service to our people 
as we face a dwindling number of clergy. Our response to these challenges must be 
rooted in hope and faith. !
Again, I ask, as I have done often in the past, that we be a people who appreciate the 
great gift of the Eucharist whereby the Lord becomes present among us. I ask for each 
of us to grow in a deeper appreciation and reverence for this gift of the Eucharist which 
offers us a unique identity as Roman Catholics. I ask that we pray and sacrifice for 
vocations to the priesthood and to encourage to the best of our ability young people to 
consider this vocation. May this Christmas be a time of renewed hope and faith for all of 
us. 
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May it be a special time to recommit ourselves to the message of Jesus and His Church. 
May 1984 be a year when we respond generously to the challenges which confront us as 
we build up the Body of Christ among us. !
A blessed Christmas to all and a Happy New Year! !
Sincerely yours in Christ,!
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The Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy 
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, MT!
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